
Welcome to the  

Bolduc House Museum  

in  

Sainte Genevieve, Missouri 

 

 

Did you know 

that Louis 

Bolduc built 

this house in 

around 1792? 

Did you know 

that this part of 

Missouri was 

settled by French 

colonial 

Americans? 

Did you know that the 

Bolduc House is a vertical 

log poteaux sur solle 

structure with a hipped 

roof supported by a 

Norman truss system? 

Did you know that 

Napoleon made a 

secret treaty with 

Spain in order to be 

able to sell Louisiana 

to the United States? 

Can you explain 

why Kaskaskia 

became British in 

1763 but Ste. 

Genevieve did 

not? 

Which came 

first: St. Louis or 

Ste. Genevieve? 

Can you name three 

Native American 

tribes who lived in 

the vicinity of Ste. 

Genevieve? 

Where did the Spanish 

commandant live when 

Spain governed Ste. 

Genevieve? 

Did you know that the 

French Colonial Americans 

had Native American and 

African slaves? 

Did you know that 

colonial Ste. 

Genevieve provided 

St. Louisô wheat? 

Did you know that this 

area has been called 

Illinois Country, Spanish 

Illinois, Louisiana, and 

Missouri Territory? 

Have you heard 

the story about 

the Louis 

Bolducôs stone 

wall that once 

disappeared over-

night? 

Can you count to 

ten in French?  

Do you know 

how salt was 

produced at the 

nearby Saline 

Creek in the 

eighteenth 

century? 

Gallerie 

Bousilliage Vertical Logs 

Cedar Shakes 

Hipped Roof 

Stockade Fence 

A unique authentic example of a Creole poteaux sur solles vertical log house in 

its original setting, the Bolduc House was built c. 1792 by Louis Bolduc 

Have you seen Zuts, the 

Bolduc House Museum 

Squirrel, who, believe it or 

not, knows how to read 

and write? Find him on 

Facebook and Twitter. 

Open year-round except for Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas, New 

Years Eve and New Years Dayð10-4  Monday ïSaturday and 12-4 Sunday 



 

 

Touch the vertical logs which have been here since 

George Washington was the president of the United 

States in Philadelphia. 

 

Riddle: George Washington was never the president of 

Ste. Genevieve. 

 

Notice both of the flags.  

The one with three gold fleur de lis is the flag of 

the Bourbon dynasty who ruled France until the 

French Revolution. 

 

Fact: The last Bourbon King Louis XVI and his wife, 

Marie Antoinette, were beheaded by guillotine in 1793, 

the year after the Bolduc House was built. 

 

The flag with the three red owls is the Bolduc 

family crest.  

 

Fact: Pierre Bolduc was the apothecary 

to Louis XIV. The Louis Bolduc who 

built this house is the fifth generation 

from Pierre, the apothecary. 

 

 

 

 

Do you know why a stockade fence surrounded each 

French Colonial home in town in the 18th century? 

Pick the correct answer: 

A. To protect the house from wolves and bears 

B. To keep the cows and pigs out of the garden 

C. To guard against Indian attacks 

 

Fact: The 1993 Flood threatened but did not flood the 

Bolduc House 

Do you know why the chandelier has a hook on it? Pick 

the correct answer: 

A. To make it easy to move 

B. To raise it so no one bumps their head while 

dancing 

C. To hang herbs and ornaments from 

 

In the Salon, the table is set for dinner. The guests will 

be two children, seven year old American Henry 

Brackenridge and Louis Bolducôs oldest grand-

daughter, six year old Elizabeth Parent. 

 

Fact: Henryôs father sent him to Ste. Genevieve in 1793 

to learn French. He stayed for three years, learned to 

shoot arrows from the neighboring Indian boys, and 

made and played with clay marbles with the French 

boys. 

 

The table is set with a hand painted Quimper faience 

bowl. 

 

Find the pantierre. It looks like a wooden cage on the 

wall. Guess what it was used for. 

Hint: Pain is the French word for bread. 

 

Notice the lingering flood damage on the armoire.  

 

Fact: Because of repeated floods between 1780-1785, 

the town relocated to its present site in 1792. 

 

The Gallerie 

The Salon 

 

Sign up today to join 

Zutsô Birthday Club 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And ask about holding your next birthday  
party at the Bolduc House Museum 

bolduchouse@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

New Madrid Earthquake 
Bicentennial Exhibit 
December 16- February 7th 

 
Join us January 22, 2012 

Noon ï4PM 

Earthquake Sunday  

Dr. Frank Nickell talk  

&  

Hymns inspired by the 

earthquakes & More!  

 EAT! SHOP! SLEEP! 

In  

Historic Downtown Ste. Genevieve 

 

 

 

 

Japanese 

Etegami by 

Dosanko Debbie 

in the Linden 

House Gallery; 

 

Contemporary 

responses to the 

1811-1812 

Earthquakes & 

Photos of the 

2010 Haitian 

Earthquake in 

the LeMeilleur 

House 



All the members of the family slept in the same 

bedroom.  

Louis Bolduc, the grandfather who built this 

house came to the region after the French & Indian 

War Battle of Quebec which destroyed much of 

his hometown, St. Joachim, Canada.  

Marie Courtois Bolduc, Louisô second wife also 

slept in this room. Although the couple had 

children, they all died in infancy as did many of 

the children in Ste. Genevieve of the time.  

Etienne Bolduc, Louisô son by his first wife, 

Agathe, also lived here along with his wife. 

Catherine Janis Bolduc married Etienne the 

same year the house was built, 1792. Her parents 

built the Janis House which became the Green 

Tree Tavern and the first Masonic Lodge west of 

the Mississippi River after the Americans came. 

Catherine, the baby, was born on July 11, 1793. 

She died in 1795, the year her sister, Agathe, was 

born. 

 

Find and feel the dip in the floor where wooden 

partitions would have been erected to surround and 

make a bit more private the grand-parentsô bed. 

 

Notice the notch in the ceiling that supported the 

partitions. 

 

Fact: Madame Beauvais, a neighbor who hosted young 

Henry Brackenridge for the three years he lived in 

town, did not like putting him into the same bed as her 

children because he was an American Protestant. After 

the priest helped Henry convert to Catholicism, 

Madame Beauvais made him say his bedtime prayers 

in Latin. 

According to the 1787 Spanish Census, Louis Bolduc 

was the richest man in Ste. Genevieve. He produced 

wheat, tobacco, and indigo in the Grand Champ, the 

communal field across Gabouri Creek. This field, 

bounded on the east by the Mississippi River,  is still 

farmed today.  

 

Louis was  a leading producer of lead probably from 

Mine La Motte, west of town. He also produced salt 

from the nearby Saline Creek.  

 

An import-export merchant, Louis took goods to New 

Orleans by flat boat for sale where he also purchased 

items newly arrived from France to sell in Upper 

Louisiana.  

 

Fact: In 1808, Amos Stoddard wrote that it took an 

average of 78 days for a flat boat to travel up the river 

to St. Louis from New Orleans. 

 

Notice the original hand-planed floors.  

 

Peek upstairs in the attic to see the Norman Truss 

System that holds up the roof. The large beams were 

hand hewn with a broad axe. 

 

Can you find the broad axe? 

  

Fact: The tall desk belonged to Louis Bolduc. 

 

 

 

The Bedroom 

In the Hall  

Your 2012 Friend of the Bolduc 
House Museum gift will be 
used to enhance the visitor 
experience by funding the 
creation of new programs , the 
addition of more hands-on 
components, and off-setting a 
portion of the cost of 
operating our award-winning 
French Colonial American 
historic site. In addition to 
your free admission to the 
Bolduc House Museum, 
Friends of the Museum 
receive a 10% discount on 
purchases from our Museum 
Shop, a free quarterly 
newsletter, and a free monthly 
e-newsletter for children. 

Become a Friend 

2012 

The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by 

The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

in the State of Missouri, a tax-exempt, 501c3 

organization. We depend on your support for our future 

growth and sustainability.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis Bolducôs widow, his second wife, Marie Courtois, 

inherited his estate when he died in 1815. She used 

some of the money to install a modern kitchen on the 

gallerie. 

 

Can you find the waffle iron? 

 

Fact: French Colonial cuisine included fricassees, 

quiches, soups, cakes and pies. This kitchen even has a 

bread oven in the chimney. 

 

The original kitchen may have been located across the 

fire break near where the stone building is now. 

 

The Gardens 

The 1815 Kitchen 

Glossary 

Bousilliageðthe mixture of mud and straw that fills the 

gaps between the vertical logs in the Bolduc House 

Norman Truss Systemðthe beams in the attic that 

support the roof 

Cedar Shakesðthe shingles are made from hand-hewn 

cedar and act like a pine cone. When it is dry they open 

to provide ventilation. When it is damp, they close to 

keep the house dry. 

Poteaux sur solleðthe vertical logs have been inserted 

into a bed of rock underground 

Stroll past the Norman Well 

House, through the channel 

fence and into the 18th 

Century kitchen gardens. Here the family grew the 

medicinal herbs, ornamentals, and vegetables they 

needed as well as fruits, nuts, and grapes. Feel free 

to touch, smell, and handle the plants. When our 

gardener is with you, she will point out some things 

that you can taste as well. 

 

Exit  through the stockade into the LeMeilleur 

Garden where you will find lovely flowering beds 

in tribute to our former directors.  

 

The Linden Yard across the 

street is the perfect venue 

for a small garden wedding 

or reception. While here, 

be sure not to miss the 

raised bed garden filled 

with the plants discovered 

by Lewis and Clark on 

their trip west in 1803-04.  

Check the Bolduc House Museum 

Website for our current classes,  

Workshops and programs 

 

 

Bolduchouse.org 

573-883-3105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ste. Genevieve          

 

 
Christmas Walk 

 

 

Dec. 1-2, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar with these local 

events and plan to come back 

Join us next 

August on the 

second weekend 

of th
e month 


