BOLDUC HOUSE NOUVELLES

The Way We Worked

Classes & Events
Details & Registration forms at www.bolduchouse.org

Home School Tuesdays— The first Tuesday
of every month from 10AM– Noon. Each month
features a different program for homeschoolers
including a themed tour of our museum, a craft, and
activities. Cost: $4.00/participant or $10.00/family
February 7 –Make Filigree Hearts for 4th
graders and above who have good fine motor
skills
March 6—French Colonial Military Drills
for K-8th graders
April 3—Squirrel Facts for K-2nd graders

Garden Talk—For the Love of Heirlooms
Monday, February 13 from 7—8:30 PM
Patti Naeger shares how , when, and why she plants
and saves heirloom vegetable seeds in the Bolduc
House Museum gardens. Cost: Donations Accepted

Hand-built Ceramics Class—with emphasis on
Native American process taught by Elizabeth Manns
meets Wednesdays between 12:30-5PM—come for a
minimum of 2 hours and the studio will also be
available Saturdays from 10AM-3PM January 25th
through February 25th. Children 8-12 cost: $25; 12Adult cost: $50. Appropriate for beginners through
graduate level students of ceramics

French Faience “In the Style of Quimper”
Class—hand paint soft-paste porcelain plates taught
by Elizabeth Manns Saturday sessions from 10AM3PM January 28th-February 25th. The class costs
$50 with additional fees charged per project.
Appropriate for beginners through graduate level
students of ceramics

Kids in the Garden—Saturday, March 17
from 10AM—Noon. Help plant potatoes, peas,
and spinach in our 18th century French kitchen
gardens and in the kids garden patch in the Linden
Yard. Cost: Regular Admission

Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers—
Saturday, April 21st from 10AM-5PM—
Colonial crafts, activities, games, classes and more for
the entire family. Cost: $35/family
Two Classes for Homeschooled High School
Students: French Colonial Missouri History;
and A Tale of Two Cities (Kaskaskia & Ste.
Genevieve) via Dickens—12 sessions starting
February 10th. Details online.

Last year we were privileged to serve and engage
the Ste. Genevieve community through hosting
the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street
Traveling Exhibit: The Way We Worked during
the month of October. Largely funded for us by the Missouri Humanities
Council, we partnered with the City of Ste. Genevieve Welcome Center as
the venue for two aspects of the exhibit. We involved around 500
kindergarten and first graders from each of the county’s seven schools. We
video-taped interviews of over 96 key business leaders which you can view
on our You Tube channel which you can reach via our website,
bolduchouse.org. We were assisted by so many volunteers that the value of
the time they gave us over the course of the exhibit is worth more than
$40,000 according to the Smithsonian’s formula.
Students from Sacred
Heart School explore
the exhibit at our
partner recipient, the
Ste. Genevieve
Welcome Center.
Next they visited their
drawings at our
Linden House.
Finally we attended
the exhibit related
open house at Eric
Scott.

Architect and historian,
Dr. Ernest Connally,
supervised the restoration of the Louis Bolduc House in
1957. He went on to serve as the first head of the
National Park Service Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation. When he retired from the National Park
Service in 1992 he had also served as its Associate
Director and the Chief Appeals Officer. He is also
credited as having been instrumental in the passage of
the World Heritage Convention. This was thanks to his
role as the Chair and Secretary General of the US
Committee of the International Committee of Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS). In spite of these prestigious positions and responsibilities,
when we acquired the Bolduc-LeMeilleur House in 1970, Dr. Connally
consulted and took a lead role in its restoration. His participation here
indicates just how significant our French colonial and early American
architecture is to the history of our nation. Indeed, the National Park
Service is conducting feasibility studies now about whether Ste. Genevieve
County should be designated a National Historic Park District. This does
not mean that there would be any change in the ownership of our Museum
properties but if we were to receive the new designation, our affiliation
with the National Park Service would bring many more people to our sites
and also perhaps arrange funding for marketing these treasures more
widely may become available. No decision is likely for several more years.
Dr. Ernest Connally

Are you a member of the 2012 Friends of the Bolduc House Museum?
Call 573-883-3105 for information about joining this group

A National Historic Landmark
125 South Main Street, Sainte Genevieve, MO 63670
573-883-3105
Winter Edition 2012

New Madrid Earthquakes

Etegami by Deborah P. Davidson (Dosanko Debbie)
on display at the Linden Hall Gallery through

Our region was rocked by a powerful series
of earthquakes between December 16, 1811
and February 7, 1812 . Known today as the
New Madrid earthquakes, towns were
destroyed, lives were lost, chimneys fell
down, and the Mississippi River briefly ran
backwards. Over 500 aftershocks between
December 16, 1811 and January 23, 1812
were recorded in Ste. Genevieve. This is
before the seismograph was used. The
direction that the earthquake waves
traveled and their force were tracked using
home-made pendulums and direct
observations expressed anecdotally.
Springs helped in the observation of
vertical shocks. Even today, 200 years
later, the region’s topography retains
effects caused by these earthquakes.
Through February 7, 2012, our museum is
commemorating the bicentennial of these
earthquakes through a series of displays,
activities, and programs.

www.bolduchouse.org
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The Hands-On History Room at the
LeMeilleur House contains information
about the New Madrid earthquakes in the
forms of first-person accounts. See the
journalist’s , government’s, child’s, river
boatman’s, and resident’s descriptions of
and responses to these quakes. Because
René LeMeilleur was a refugee to this area
from the Haitian slave revolt, we have
included photographs of the damage done
on that island during its recent earthquake
taken by Ken Shirkey who was in Haiti to
help with the humanitarian relief there.
The art on display at our Linden Hall
Gallery was inspired by the earthquake
and tsunami that hit Japan last spring.
Washington University alumna and
Hokkaido resident, Deborah P. Davidson,
created a series of etegami water colors
using folk images from the Japanese
prefectures affected by this tragedy. Prints
of fifteen of these paintings are in our
exhibit along with her narrative
explanations.

Our menu of associated activities started
with an edible earthquake on Tuesday,
January 3rd for homeschooled elementary
school students. January 22nd is
Earthquake Sunday at the Bolduc House
Museum. Emily Jaycox from the Missouri
History Museum Library will speak on
earthquake related land claims and their
relevance to genealogy research. Dr. Frank
Nickell of the SEMO Center for Regional
History will speak on historical
perspectives of these earthquakes. The
A tour of our Louis Bolduc House helps
talks begin at noon. At 3PM the St. Louis
our visitors understand how the vertical
Shape Note Singers will hold a “sing” at
log construction with the flexible
the Bolduc House where they will share
bousilliage between the logs allowed the
structure to withstand the earthquakes. Its hymns inspired by the earthquakes as they
would have sounded in the early
builder/owner, Louis Bolduc outlived
nineteenth century. Details about all of
them as well.
these events are on our website.

Old-World Affordable
Elegance
From April through
October our
gardens are always
in bloom framing
our 18th century
buildings and
making our Bolduc
House Museum truly gorgeous. Hence our
claim that garden weddings here provide
“Old-World Affordable Elegance.” Our
newest staff member, Vicky Rude, is the
museum’s wedding liaison. She works
with the bride’s wedding planner/
consultant to make sure that the day will
be perfect by connecting the family to
local resources like the historic bed &
breakfast establishments, caterers,
photographers, and florists.

La Guignole
For the past 250
years men from
Ste. Genevieve
have spent New
Years Eve
dressed in absurd costumes going from
house to house singing a demand in
French for a 70 foot long leg of mutton or,
failing that the eldest unmarried daughter
to be sent out to dance. This is the second
annual La Guignole event at the Louis
Bolduc House. About 50 people were in
attendance playing parlor games for
pecans when the singers arrived. Former
Ste. Genevieve mayor, Kathy Waltz, said
she had so much fun she wants to sign up
for next year! Check the “Explore” section
of the website for the link to the
photographs from this and last year’s
events.

Eastern Woodland Village
Our newest exhibit, This Community of
Cultures—The Shawnee & Delaware Indian
Experience in Eastern Missouri, surprises many
of our visitors because the story of these tribes in
this region is unique. In addition, the exhibit in
the Stone Cottage behind the Louis Bolduc House
introduces the Doctrine of Discovery, the moral
authority by which Catholic and Christian
European monarchs felt entitled to seize lands
and peoples in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.
This year our goal is to expand the exhibit by
adding authentically created living history
elements outdoors to create a child-sized Indian
village.

Queen’s Ball

Photograph by Bruce Pendleton

Pride in
our
French
colonial
heritage
oozes
from the
members
of the
Ste.

Genevieve Community on the first Saturday of
every February. People of all ages gather at the
Veteran’s Hall for the annual King’s Ball. For the
first several hours a traditional French band
accompanies the several hundred dancers who
circle the room following the caller’s directions.
Most people come in costume or some version of
period attire. Historic re-enactors from Ft. de
Chartres Marienes join members of the Ste.
Genevieve militia to provide “security” and
everyone eats, drinks, and laughs a lot. Cake is
served to the men at the end of the evening but
one must nibble carefully. Some pieces contain
beans and one lucky person’s piece contains a
plastic baby “Jesus”. The person who gets the
baby is crowned “king” of Ste. Genevieve for the
next year. The people who found beans are the
members of his royal court. This year, being a
leap year, it is the Queen’s Ball so the women
will eat the cake. The ball is hosted by the
Foundation for the Restoration of Ste. Genevieve
as a fundraiser. We are purchasing 20 tickets,
two tables, for our guests. We’ll decorate and
supply the food and beverages at our tables.
Would you like to join us on February 4th at
7PM? Your cost will be $20. Let us know by
phone or email at events@boldouchouse.org.
The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
organization. We depend on the generosity of our
friends for support. Thank you for each tax deductible
gift.

Salon de Thé—Chez Emilie
Tea was
introduced in
France during
the reign of
Louis XIV, in
around 1636,
about 22 years before it
arrived in England. The king
was encouraged to drink it to
aide his digestion. This was
some 20 years before the first
Louis Bolduc left his royal
apothecary father and uncle
for St. Joachim, New France.
The Louis Bolduc who built
our National Historic
Landmark house here in Ste.
Genevieve was the sixth
generation to live in North
America. Our Salon de Thé—
Chez Emilie is a place for you
and your friends to linger,
steeped in the joie de vivre
and leisure of this old French
community surrounded by
Tea and occasional cookies are available in our new
the volumes of French books
tearoom, Chez Emilie, for a donation.
in our Rozier Library
Collection.
2012 will be a year for making information about and
In the Garden access to our gardens more available. Starting on Monday,
February 13th, our senior gardener, Patti Naeger will
provide a monthly program, workshop, or hands-on garden experience. The first
will be a talk, For the Love of Heirlooms, about how she goes about sprouting and
nurturing heirloom vegetable seeds in our basement greenhouse. Saturday, March
17th is St. Patrick’s Day when it is traditional to plant peas, potatoes, and spinach.
That is what Patti will be doing assisted by children and families who visit between
10AM and noon on that day.
What’s happening in the gardens now? Patti is perusing the various garden
catalogs. Nearly daily she visits the plant room in the Linden House Basement to
water the basil, rosemary, lavender, and rose geraniums that are wintering over
there.
Mostly we are planning what will be improved in the many garden plots throughout
our site. We are also searching for reproductions of 18th century wooden garden
tools to enhance our transition to living history.
How can you follow
what Patti is up to?
Visit our website.
Click on the “Explore”
tab and then scroll
down to the Gardens.
Of course, regular
visits to our gardens
provide the best
experiences.

For the Love of Heirlooms

Notes from our Curator

Numerous artifacts have been found over
the years at the Bolduc House Museum
ranging from dishware to pipe stems to
metal objects. They are always exciting to
find and our visitors are eager to view them.
Interesting to me are the various nails
unearthed during rain storms and routine
lawn care. Because nails were not used in
the construction of the Louis Bolduc House except to apply the shingles to the
fabulous Norman Truss roof system, our found nails are more often than not,
roofing nails. The nails which were left behind by roofing debris help us produce an
accurate historical account of the home’s architectural changes. I expect these nails
to represent three main periods of nail production. Prior to the 1850s, blacksmiths
made hand-forged iron nails one nail at a time so they were expensive and scarce.
Due to their high demand many abandoned buildings were burned to recover and
reuse these nails. A second early type of nail was introduced by the 1700s: cut nails,
otherwise called square nails. They were machine- cut from slithers of iron and
hand-hammered. They became more available and affordable after a more efficient
machine made their production less labor intensive. These nails were common from
around 1820 through 1900. The nails we use today are usually inexpensive machine
-manufactured steel wire nails. The introduction of wire nails ended the use of cut
nails except for historic reproductions. Of the nails pictured, the two nails on the
far right are historical reproductions.

Chocolate Malt or Cedar Shake?-Paying for a New Roof
The National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America in the State of
Missouri lovingly funded the
restoration of its Louis Bolduc House
and the acquisition of its eighteenth
century French colonial furnishings
in time for opening day in 1958. The
house represented the first fully
restored example of French colonial
vertical log poteaux sur solles
Original 18th century Norman Truss System.
architecture in the region and
Photo by Bruce Pendleton c. 2009 The Bolduc
quickly became an internationally
House Museum
known heritage site. In 1970, the
Louis Bolduc House was dedicated the 17th National Historic Landmark in
Missouri. Among its very significant architectural features is its hand-hewn Norman
truss system assembled with wooden pegs that holds up the cedar shake roof. These
shakes function as an old-world H-VAC system because they act like a pine cone.
The shakes open on dry warm days but clamp shut to prevent water and wind from
entering in more inclement weather. The roof installed under the direction of
architect and historic preservationist, Dr. Ernest A. Connally, was replaced in 1987.
This roof has served us well for 25 years but it is time for another replacement. A
new one, using hand-hewn cedar shakes grown and processed in the United States
installed to reflect 18th century techniques and aesthetics, will cost between
$75,000-100,000 after factoring in the cost of expert consultants in historic
preservation, materials, and labor. We expect to use some fun fund-raisers to help
pay for the roof and also obtain major donations and perhaps grants. The project
will be interesting to watch. We will carefully document every step so you can expect
videos and details as we refine the particulars to be published on our Face Book
page, You Tube channel, and our own website.

By Zuts
the Squirrel
Even though
Patti hates
when my
squirrel and
rabbit friends
feast on the
produce of MY
Bolduc House
kitchen
gardens, she
lets KIDS eat
whatever is
juicy and ripe whenever they come to visit. This
fulfills one of the goals of the “Let’s Move”
program. The other goal involves kids in gross
motor activities otherwise known as free play. So
what if we let preschool kids move like us squirrels
at MY Bolduc House Museum! . You can see my
good idea if you go to MY Bolduc House’s You
Tube channel to watch a video called “Squirrel
Impossible.” There is a hidden area in our Linden
House Yard where we can make this same kind of
squirrel’s obstacle course. Then, in conjunction
with First Lady Michelle O’Bama’s “Let’s Move”
initiative we will make a version of the course for
preschoolers. It will be an exercise challenge
course for preschool age children so that they can
run like a squirrel, jump like a squirrel, and
balance like a squirrel. This should be a lot of fun
for the children, their parents, and for us squirrels
who will be watching from our very well hidden
hiding places. Let’s Move, Everybody! We are, in
fact, hoping to engage a business sponsor to help
pay for this project.

In Our Rozier Library
Our Rozier Library
and Heritage
Room includes
many early French
books. Most came
to us as a gift from
the Ste. Genevieve
School District.
This first edition Lettres de Deux Amis by
Rousseau, however, is part of the collection of our
owner organization, The National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America in the State of
Missouri. The book was originally published in
Amsterdam in 1761. Otherwise known as Julie ou
La Nouvelle Heloise, it is a novel written as a series
of letters between two lovers living in a small
Alpine Village. Its popularity is said to be
responsible for Rousseau’s popularity as an author.
Like many volumes in our collection, it is in need
of a patron who will fund its restoration.

