Classes & Events

BOLDUC HOUSE NOUVELLES

Thanks, Guys!

A National Historic Landmark

Home School Tuesdays— The first Tuesday of every

125 South Main Street, Sainte Genevieve, MO 63670

month from 10AM– Noon. Each month features a different
program for homeschoolers including a themed tour of our
museum, crafts, and activities. Cost: $4.00/participant or
$10.00/family

573-883-3105

Feb 5 –Slave Stories for K through 12th graders

Winter Edition 2013

March 5—Join the Militia for K-12th graders

Children’s Ball— Sunday, February 10th, 2-4PM.
Learn the minuet and more 18th century dances. For children
5-15 years of age. Dress fancy or regular but warm. Cost: $4/
child; regular admission for adults

Fourth Friday Ste. Genevieve Art Walk—The
fourth Friday of every month from 6-9PM. We feature local
and visiting artists, artisans, and an open mike for poets who
want to read original poetry. In all there are 19 open art
spaces which participate in this monthly art event.

Day Camps—Three five-day day camp sessions will be held

Colonial Militia & the Battle for Fort San Carlos
Day Camp– Monday through Friday June 3-7, 2013 for
campers aged 8-12. Cost: $25
Teen Volunteer Interpreters Day Camp—Monday
through Friday June 24-28 for campers aged 12-15.
FREE—30 hours of volunteer service will be arranged to
be accomplished by each camper
Strings & Things Day Camp—Monday through
Friday July 15-19, for campers aged 8-12. Cost $25

Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers–A full
day of old-world activities for the whole homeschooling
family. Saturday, April 27th—Cost: $35/family

Vive La Musique! - North American French
Music Festival - Saturday August 24th—Cost $15 in
advance; $25 at the door. Tickets available on our website
beginning March 1.

Wine & Cheese Tasting—Third Friday of the month
April through October from 5PM-7PM—sample local wines
and cheeses while enjoying our authentic eighteenth century
ambience. Cost $35. Tickets available on our website
beginning March 1

“Tartuffe” by Moliere– Two performances open to the
public- Friday Sept. 13th beginning at 7PM and Sunday Sept.
15th beginning at 2PM in the afternoon. Cost $5.

“Boo!silliage & French Colonial Zombie
Festival and Werewolf Hunt- Saturday October
26th—come dressed as a zombie and get in for half price.
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New France—The OTHER Colonial America

April 2 —Making Bread for K-12th graders

this summer. Brochures and registration forms will be
available on our website on March 1, 2013. Our capacity is for
15 campers/session.

www.bolduchouse.org

From left to right: Ed Luttrell, our maintenance supervisor, Yan Bolduc—bringer of artifacts on
loan and as gifts, and Kert Vander Meulin, a documentary film-maker who is helping us tell our
story. (Lower left) -Our director, Lesley Barker, smiles as she takes the gift of a sword from Yan
Bolduc out of the package in which it was sent.

This Community of Cultures
The African Experience in Colonial Ste. Genevieve
Louis Bolduc, like the other wealthy members of the colonial Ste.
Genevieve community owned African slaves. Some families, like the Valle’s,
who had lived in the region before it was ceded to Spain owned both
African and American Indian slaves. If we are going to interpret our
colonial community properly we must research and incorporate the African
story. Just how are we proceeding?
On February 20 we will open “This Community of Cultures—The African
Experience in Colonial Sainte Genevieve” at our LeMeilleur House. The
exhibit depicts what we know so far including: statistics about the French
slave trade, which French Americans bought how many slaves from whom
prior to the Louisiana Purchase, and how the laws changed when the
Spanish took over. Visitors will see where the members of Sam’s family
were scattered when they were sold in 1799; find out how Antoine
Aubuchon’s black mistress, Elizabeth, the mother of his 9 children, faired
after his death; and trace the lives of Joseph and Agatha, two married
African slaves owned by Louis Bolduc.
At the end of the exhibit, visitors will have the opportunity to add their
ideas, questions, and connections. This will start a very important
conversation. It will also provide a research framework going forward for
how we tell the story of this multi-cultural, multi-ethnic albeit French
colonial community.

Our Louis Bolduc House is
a national treasure, a
National Historic
Landmark, and the first
fully restored French
colonial vertical log house
in the nation. The work of
restoring and operating it
Two Colonial
Dames, Christy
as well as our other two
James and Mrs.
historic houses, the Bolduc
Margaret Jenks,
-LeMeilleur House and the
discuss plans for
Linden House, has been
our future
carried out since 1949 by
our organization, The
National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America in the State of Missouri. The site
opened to the public in 1958 and the
Society has employed a museum staff to
make our unique French colonial story
available to educate the visiting public
since 1962.
As a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3), non-profit
organization, the cost of operating and
maintaining this site is a shared
responsibility. We function thanks to the
generous donations of individuals,
foundations, and businesses, as well as by
collecting admission and program fees,
and from the sale of items in our Museum
Shop.

We are excited to have embarked on a
mission to tell a fuller story and to
augment the story we tell with an
emphasis on hands-on interactive
“Living History” programs.

life as it was for this community of
cultures in eighteenth century Ste.
Genevieve is our goal.
You can follow our progress by visiting us
in person, online, and on our Facebook
Pages which we update at least daily.

To that end, in late 2012, we
acquired a former bank building
on land that was originally owned
by our Louis Bolduc at Market and
Second Streets. This building
provides the space we need to
house our library and archives
where they will be better protected
and accessible to the public. It also
contains ADA approved
bathrooms. There is a large lobby
where we can display the story of
New France in the Spanish Illinois
Country of Upper Louisiana under
the governments of both France
and Spain prior to the Louisiana
Purchase. The building also
provides space for a larger
museum shop, our offices, and for
groups to gather for a talk, a class,
or an activity. As the icing on the
cake, the building includes a paved
parking lot for 50 vehicles.
We haven’t finalized all the plans
for how we will occupy and utilize
this building. Our
commitment is to create an
excellent entry to a more
meaningful visitor
experience there. What we
can promise now is that
every time you visit us here
there will be more to
see and do. Helping
you to experience
Two views of our newly acquired
building at Second and Market

Thank you to Jean Rissover for producing the graphics
and to Joy Shumaker for helping research and craft the
exhibit which opens February 20th.

Wine and Cheese Tastings
Louis Bolduc imported
French wines for resale
here in The Spanish
Illinois Country while
most probably also trying
to establish some wineworthy grapes in his
garden. It took another
century for such grapes
to really thrive in North America. The
European grapes were vulnerable to
American insects and fungi. It was not until
someone thought to graft European
grapevines onto wild American vines that a
resistant new variety grew. But now there is
an assortment of vineyards in our
neighborhood including: Chaumette,
Charleville, Ste. Genevieve Winery,
Weingarten, Cave, Twin Oaks, Sand Creek,
Crown, and The Barrens. We are thrilled to
be able to provide monthly wine and cheese
tasting events from 5-7PM on the third
Friday of each month April through
October. Tickets will be available online
beginning March 1.

Transition to Living History

Candle-making, basket making, rose petal bead making, flint knapping and Native American ceramics are
just some of the colonial activities we do here at the Bolduc House Museum. Watch for our old-world
products for sale at our Museum Shop online.

Save the date:

Saturday, August
24, 2013 for a North
American French
Music experience
featuring Dennis
Stoughmatt (pictured
above) with Creole Stomp, Mark Palms
with Creole du Nord (pictured below)
and other performers to be announced as
the details are finalized. The day will
include story telling, sing-alongs, an
afternoon street dance in our new
parking lot, master’s fiddle classes, and
an evening concert. The festival will be in
honor of our fourth annual Louis Bolduc
Day Celebration! Tickets will cost $15 in
advance and will be available on March 1
on our website.

In the Garden

Already our heirloom vegetables and herbs
are sprouting in the grow-room beneath
the Linden House thanks to Patti Naeger’s
tireless efforts. The rose geraniums and lavender are wintering over inside along
with the rosemary. Our eighteenth century French kitchen garden, our perennial
gardens, our Lewis & Clark Missouri garden, and our Three Sister’s garden will be
blooming before we know it. This year we are adding a new garden filled with plants
for dyeing fabrics. It’s part of our transition to Living History. In the eighteenth
century whether you needed cough syrup, a cleaning solution, a perfume, or a dye
you got it from the garden or gathered it in the woods. Because of our recent
acquisition of two spinning wheels and a
loom, it is time for us to add a dyeing
garden. Once the plants are established we
will be ready to learn how, for example, the
Africans grew and processed indigo, the
French grew and processed onion skins,
and the American Indians harvested and
processed black walnuts to color fabric.
The Bolduc House Museum is owned and
operated by The National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America in the State of
Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization.
We depend on the generosity of our friends for
support. Thank you for each tax deductible gift.

Yesterday, a couple arrived in
Sainte Genevieve for the first time. I
met them when I was at the
Welcome Center for the City of
Sainte Genevieve which is just three
buildings away from our Linden
House. I had some promotional
literature with me for our exhibit: This
Community of Cultures—the African
Experience in Colonial Sainte
Genevieve. Our visitors saw and heard
what I was saying. “But this isn’t really
colonial, right?” one asked. “Of course it
is,” I answered. “Sainte Genevieve was
home to colonial French Americans,
their African slaves, their Indian
neighbors, and an assortment of people
from other European nations prior to
the Louisiana Purchase.” “See,” the
visitor replied to her companion, “it
isn’t just about Civil War history here.”
It thrills me to introduce visitors from
all over the world to the OTHER
Colonial America and to be leading the

transition of our Bolduc House Museum
from a typical historic house museum
to tell a broader story of New France
here in the mid-Mississippi Valley of the
Spanish Illinois Country of Upper
Louisiana under the governments of the
Old French Regime, Spain, and
Napoleon’s French Government. This is
an under-told story of the mingling of
cultures and families that became
swallowed up after 1803 in the
westward momentum of our Manifest
Destiny. I am especially grateful to our
partners at the Missouri Humanities
Council, the Center for Regional
History, Washington University’s
French Department, and the many
individuals whose passion and
generosity make our growth possible.

The Diligent—
A Voyage Through the Worlds of the Slave
Trade

Vive La Musique!
.

By Zuts the Squirrel

From the Director

Above: Rusty, the iron rooster, has been
standing guard outside our Stone Cottage
for decades.

by Robert Harms
“The Diligent—A Voyage Through the Worlds
of the Slave Trade” was written by Yale
University Professor Robert Harms. He uses
the information found in the journal of
Robert Durand, an officer on “The Diligent”
on its first slave voyage in 1731. Dr. Harms, a
specialist in African history, uses the context
of eighteenth century Africa to discuss the
French slave trade, which is very helpful to
our understanding of slavery here before the Illustration by Jean Rissover based on
a French slave ship from the port of La
Louisiana Purchase. Durand’s journal
Rochelle. Jean is producing all the
includes many original sketches so that he
graphics associated with our exhibit,
would recognize coastal towns and islands
“This Community of Cultures—the
again as well as to illustrate his recollections
African Experience in Colonial Sainte
and Dr. Harms used those drawings in his
Genevieve”
book. Anyone who wants a poignant
understanding of the French slave trade should read this book which is available
for sale in our Museum shop.
Does your family history connect to Southeastern Missouri? We’d love to get to know about
your family. Every piece of information that you share with us adds to what we know about
our community. Please call and let us know your stories. 573-883-3105

You may not know it ,but I can definitely
tell you that it is VERY hard work to be a
Museum Mascot. First, I have to represent
the Museum at many important
community events like the annual Holiday
& Christmas Parade. Second, there are lots
of visitors every day—humans and MY
friends—for whom I must always be on my
best and most hospitable behavior. Third, I
have to make sure that Patti and Ed and
Vicky do not do anything BAD against me
or my friends. In addition to all of that
WORK, I am responsible to write this
column, a monthly column for children in
our Aujourd’hui Chez Louis e-newsletter
(which I am late in sending out AGAIN),
and I also post daily to MY Zuts the Bolduc
House Museum Squirrel PAGE on
Facebook and I have a large following on
Twitter. So, of course, when there was a call
for proposals for the Association of Living
History Farms and Museums conference I
entered this: “How to engage new and
returning audiences online and in person
via a memorable mascot.” And guess
what? It was accepted so Lesley and I are
going to Akron, Ohio, in June, so I can
speak there. Of course, the Rat from
Gunston Hall, an historic site in Virginia
which is also operated by The National
Society of the Colonial Dames in America,
wants me to take her. That is another one
of my jobs: mentoring the Rat from
Gunston Hall about how to be a Museum
Mascot. I am even writing a policy and
procedure’s manual for museum mascots
like me and the Rat. One of the MOST
important policies that we, mascots, must
respect is that we should NOT gnaw or
otherwise damage the artifacts—no matter
how delicious they are. It is the first rule I
taught the Rat when she arrived. However,
when she showed me
this picture of a two
hundred year old
mousetrap at her
Gunston Hall, we
agreed that an
exception should be
made. This artifact is
OK to gnaw.

