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Fort San Carlos was a watch tower in St. Louis just 

north and east of the church (where Fourth and 

Walnut Streets are today). On May 26, 1780 the 

tower and the town were attacked by the British. St. 

Louis, like Ste. Genevieve, was governed by Spain. 

Spain was also an enemy of  Great Britain so Spain 

allied with the 13 American colonies. The British goal 

was to control St. Louis in order to be able to attack 

the Americans from the west side of the Mississippi 

River. 650 British troops and Indian warriors hid 

overnight in the prairie near today’s Fairgrounds 

Park. 500 more British attacked George Rogers Clark 

and his Continental Army in Cahokia.  

Fernando de Leyba, the Spanish commandant in St. Louis, was responsible to defend 

the town. Fortunately, since March de Leyba had been warned that the British were 

coming. He ordered a trench dug and tried to build five watchtowers. Only Fort San 

Carlos was built in time, though. François Valle, the Spanish commandant of Ste. 

Genevieve, sent his militia to St. Louis to assist in its defense. Producers like our Louis 

Bolduc sold pork and wheat to feed the town and the soldiers.  

The British forces retreated after about two hours. Neither St. Louis nor Cahokia fell  

that day.  

Battle for Fort San Carlos 

Homeschoolers at the Bolduc House Museum 

The first Tuesday of every month is Home 

School Tuesday at the Bolduc House 

Museum. Our January program was about 

the 1811-1812 New Madrid Earthquakes. 

In February, students learned how to 

make paper filigree Valentines to give 

away. In March, the Ste. Genevieve Militia 

facilitated an extended role play for our 

students. Each participant enrolled in the 

militia, swore allegiance to Spain, got 

rations and a uniform, and learned to 

drill. Finally we explored the weapons in 

our Bolduc House Museum collection. 

Home School Tuesdays— The first Tuesday 

of every month from 10AM– Noon. Each month 

features a different program for homeschoolers 

including a themed tour of our museum, crafts, and 

activities. Cost: $4.00/participant or $10.00/family 

April 3 –Squirrel Facts and Fiction  for 

PreK through 2nd graders 

May  6—Gardens & Garden Crafts for K-

12th graders 

June 5—Native American Games & 

Activities for K-12th graders 

 

Garden Talk—Herbs Monday, April 16 

from 7—8:30 PM Patti Naeger will show you the 

many herbs in our historic gardens and explain how 

to grow and use them. Cost: Donations Accepted  

 

Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers—

Saturday, April 21st from 10AM-4PM—

Colonial crafts, activities, games, classes and more for 

the entire family. The registration form and details 

are at http://bolduchouse.org/HomeSchoolActivities.aspx 

Cost: $35/family 

 

Teen Volunteer Interpreter’s Training 

Camp—This is a week long FREE program for 12-15 

year olds. They will learn about our region’s French 

and Spanish colonial history, learn how to guide 

visitors through our site, play historic French and 

Native American games, gain hands-on experience 

doing historic preservation, and make some period 

clothing to wear. Campers will be asked to contribute 

a minimum of 30 volunteer hours to the museum in 

the months following the day camp. 10AM-4PM June 

11-15th.  To register your camper, please email or call 

573-883-3105 

 

French Faience “In the Style of Quimper” 

Class—hand paint soft-paste porcelain plates taught 

by Elizabeth Manns. Five Saturday sessions from 

10AM-3PM beginning June 30.  The class costs $50 

with additional fees charged per project. Appropriate 

for beginners through graduate level students of 

ceramics 

 

Hand-built Ceramics Class—with emphasis on 

Native American process taught by Elizabeth Manns 

meets six Wednesdays between 12:30-5PM—come for 

a minimum of 2 hours beginning June 25th. Children 

8-12 cost: $25; 12-Adult cost: $50. Appropriate for 

beginners through graduate level students of ceramics 

Classes & Events 

Details & Registration forms at www.bolduchouse.org 

On March 6, 2012, 

homeschoolers 

gathered to do 

military drills with 

the Ste. Genevieve 

Militia. The new 

recruits are parading 

to the Indian Village 

under the command 

of an experienced 

“French” officer. 

Above: students make 

filigree Valentines 

Linn Cowick called the 

Museum to find out what we 

could tell her about a Louis 

Bolduc who owned this log 

cabin in Washington County 

until 1869. She and her 

husband purchased the cabin 

and her cousin, historic 

preservationist, Adam Marty, is helping to dismantle it and then rebuild it 

at the Cowick home in Ste. Genevieve County. The Louis Bolduc who built 

our National Historic Landmark house in 1793 died in 1815. Two of his 

seven children were also named Louis. The first died on the way to Ste. 

Genevieve from Quebec in around 1760 along with his mother, Louis’ first 

wife, Marguerite. The other married Marie-Louise St. Gemme Beauvais. 

That couple had two children, Louis, and Louise. It is this grandson of our 

Louis Amable Bolduc who owned the log cabin in question. We are thrilled 

to be involved in researching the provenance of this cabin and its owners. 

In fact, it is the goal of our Rozier Library & Heritage Room to acquire the 

resources to provide answers to this type of question. We are also thrilled 

to have been given a piece of the original plaster-covered bousilliage from 

this cabin. It will be on display soon. 

Are you a member of the 2012 Friends of the Bolduc House Museum? 

Call 573-883-3105 for information about joining this group 

 

A Pierre Mariette mezzotint showing  a St. 

John’s Day bonfire. Photograph by Bruce 

Pendleton c. 2009  

A display of ten etchings is on exhibit in 

the Linden Hall Gallery through May. 

Eight of them are brightly colored 

mezzotints. They have belonged to the 

Bolduc House Museum collection since 

opening day in 1958. Two, by Abraham 

Bosse, depict the biblical parable of the 

wise and foolish virgins. Made in 1635, the 

setting is French and bourgeois so the 

pieces cam be used to document 

seventeenth century French clothing and 

domestic life. Four prints illustrating four 

seasonal French celebrations were made 

by Pierre Mariette in Paris. His repertoire 

numbered around 1600 etchings in all. He 

died in 1774.  We are using these prints as 

the model to make authentic period 

clothing for our interpretive staff, a 

project that will take several months to 

complete. Four more mezzotints tell the 

biblical parable of the prodigal son. 

Produced by Johann Haid, who died in 

1809, there were five prints in the original 

series. We are missing the pig-pen scene.  

While the prints need to be re-framed in 

museum quality archival frames, the 

colors are remarkably vivid. We are 

collecting individual donations to fund 

this important conservation project. 

Etchings & Mezzotints 

Another  

Louis Bolduc’s House 

Above: Margaret Carr and Jean Valle Rose 

join three members of the Ste. Genevieve 

Militia in the parlor of our Linden House to 

discuss the Battle for Fort San Carlos. 

Margaret Carr has been instrumental in the 

effort to make Americans aware of this only 

Revolutionary War battle to have been fought 

west of the Mississippi River. Jean Valle Rose 

is descended from the commandant of Ste. 

Genevieve who led our militia to participate in 

the Battle for Fort San Carlos. 

Left: Gary Scheel on the Louis Bolduc House 

porch in his militia uniform. 

A French hunting sword that 

belonged to a member of the Valle 

family in the Bolduc House Museum 

collection. Photograph by Bruce 

Pendleton © 2009 



Do you have an eighteenth or 

nineteenth century recipe that 

has been passed down your 

family? Did your family live in 

this region before 1900? Do 

you have old family 

photographs? We are collecting 

copies of recipes, family stories, 

and photographs to put in a 

First Family Cookbook.  Watch 

our www.bolduchouse.org 

website for information about 

how you can upload digital 

recipes and photos for us to consider publishing 

in the cookbook. You can also mail us copies or 

bring some to the office. We are grateful to our 

high school intern, Paige Schreiber, for helping us 

produce this cookbook.  

Cookbook Project  

In Our Rozier Library 

The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by 

The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

in the State of Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt 

organization. We depend on the generosity of our 

friends for support. Thank you for each tax deductible 

gift. 

Volunteer Teen Interpreters Training Day Camp 

I am very excited to report that my Face Book 

audience is growing. In fact, I may be the most well 

known literate squirrel in the whole world by now. 

However, it pains me to tell you that some of the 

teen interpreters FOUND MY DREY so I have had 

to move my family’s very significant journal of 

what you humans have been doing at MY Bolduc 

House since my great-grandsire, ‘Tit Monsieur, 

began it soon after little Agatha Bolduc taught him 

how to read and write in 1800. Do not worry. The 

journal and the rest of my family’s heirloom 

possessions are safely relocated to another less 

accessible to humans place in MY Bolduc 

House. In addition, that trespassing trollop of a 

squirrel, Elaine, has been successfully evicted from 

within the walls of MY Linden House. I warned her  

not to host any parties during the daytime when 

there are humans around. Did she listen to me? 

NO, Sir. So now she is gone. Unfortunately, her 

folly cost another young squirrel his freedom. I 

should also mention that I had a wonderful time at 

the King’s Ball. Here I 

am in my period clothes 

watching everybody 

dance. You should join 

me next year on the first 

Saturday in February. 

Richard Moe, president of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation (retired) praised the 
Bolduc House Museum for its teen 
interpreters training program. Indeed, since 
the Louis Bolduc House opened to the public 
in 1958, teen interpreters have provided most 
of the tours. The experience builds confidence, 
fosters the development of good public 
speaking and customer service skills, and has 
been instrumental in helping some teens 
chose a career in historic preservation.  
 
In order to prepare new volunteer teen 
interpreters to work at our museum, this 
summer we are holding a free teen 

interpreters training day camp.  The campers will go through an intensive program 
to familiarize them with our region’s eighteenth century history. They will learn 
how to handle our artifacts correctly. They will make a piece of clothing to wear and 
learn how to do some period activities. They will get experience using our site to tell 
accurate stories that engage and educate a visitor. Of course, it will be lots of fun 
and the opportunity to make new friends.  
 
Our Teen Interpreters Training Day Camp will be held Monday through Friday 
from 10-4PM June 11th to the 15th. Campers should register in advance and agree 
to contribute back a minimum of 30 volunteer hours to the museum. Campers must 
be 12-15 years old to attend. Call the museum for details and to register your 
camper. 

By Zuts  the Squirrel 

Furnishing Louisiana: 

Creole and Acadian 

Furniture, by Jack D. 

Holden, provides a 

meticulous illustrated 

overview of significant 

French furniture 

throughout all of 

Louisiana including our 

part of Missouri. 

Pictures of Louis 

Bolduc’s armoire and desk are featured. Recently 

donated to our Rozier Library and Heritage Room 

by Mr. John Karel, this book is available for 

visitors to use at our Linden House during our 

regular hours. Other books in our collection 

include a large loan of Yan Bolduc’s maps and 

research materials about the Bolduc family; the 

Rozier Library of law books, early books on 

Missouri history, text books and religious items in 

both English and French; genealogy materials 

about our region’s families; museum management 

books; and books in the collection of the National 

Society of the Colonial Dames/Missouri.  Our staff 

and volunteers are about a third of the way 

finished with cataloguing our collection.  Once this 

has been done an index will be posted to the Rozier 

Library page of our website. Progress updates get 

posted to our Face Book page. 

Barbie Dons a French 

Colonial Wardrobe 

Thanks to the generosity of a member of the 
Missouri Society of The National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America, we have arranged for 
Holly Turner to sew us very accurate French 
colonial clothing like our Bolduc family members 
would have worn when the house was built in 
around 1792.  
 
The Bolducs came from Quebec, wore Indian-
made moccasins instead of store-bought shoes, 
and tended to cover their heads with blue cotton 
kerchiefs tied like a turban. Madame Bolduc 

probably looked a lot like the 
portrait of Therese Chouteau 
which is on display at the Missouri 
Historical Society’s museum in St. 
Louis’ Forest Park.  

Holly uses accurate designs and patterns based 
on pieces in museum collections around the 
world. She also edits the patterns created by 
costume historian and owner of Past Patterns, 
Saundra Altman.  
 
Already the fabrics for our outfits have shipped to 
Holly’s workshop in Potosi, Missouri, and we 
have sent her our measurements. Holly will build 
the outfits and we will do the hand-sewn finish 
work: hems, button holes, and what-not.  
  
In addition, Holly has developed a line of French 
colonial doll clothes patterns to fit a Barbie doll 
for our shop. We’ll debut the line on April 21st at 
the Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers after 
which they will be available for sale in our shop 
and on our website.  

This stand of boxwood may be more than 250 years old. Inside we can fit a whole 

fourth grade class, their teachers, and parent chaperones. It is a perfect bower in 

which we can read stories, teach French songs, or just cool off on a sunny day. 

Sainte Genevieve Boxwoods 

It has been the warmest March on record here in southeast 

Missouri so even though it is still March as I write this, the 

daffodils, forsythia, redbuds, and tulips are over. Purple iris 

is in bloom along with apple blossoms and we are already eating greens out of the 

garden.  

Starting this spring we are offering special garden tours of our three historical 

gardens: the eighteenth century French kitchen garden, the American Indian Three 

Sisters Garden, and the Lewis & Clark Garden as well as our large collection of 

Sainte Genevieve boxwoods and gorgeous flowering beds. This is a wonderful day 

trip just 60 miles from both St. Louis and Cape Girardeau. Call ahead to reserve 

your garden tour and plan to spend extra time seeing the historic homes, eating, 

and shopping in our beautiful historic 

downtown area.  

To find out what’s going on in our gardens, 

check our Facebook page and the website.  

Are you planning a 

wedding? Our gardens and 

grounds provide affordable 

old-world elegance. We are 

a perfect location for your 

weddings, photographs, 

and outdoor events. Call us 

for details: 573.883.3105 

In the Garden 

Photograph by 

Bruce Pendleton 

© 2009 

Carolyn Hadley is a weekly volunteer. Here 

she is helping to process the books in our 

Rozier Library 

Does your family history connect to Southeastern Missouri? We’d love to  get to know about 

your family. Every piece of information that you share with us adds to what we know about 

our community. Please call and let us know your stories. 573-883-3105 

Our First Families  

Barbara LeMeilleur Hill is a direct 

descendent of the original owners of 

our Bolduc-LeMeilleur House which 

stands just north of our National 

Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc 

House. She is seven generations 

removed from René LeMeilleur 

whose wife, Agatha, was Louis Bolduc’s grand-daughter by his son, Etienne. 

Because of her passion for family history, Barbara and her husband, Lawrence, have 

tirelessly traveled throughout our region, to New Orleans, to Haiti, and to France, 

in order to learn about her ancestor, René LeMeilleur. She is generous to share 

what she learns with us. Most recently she sent us a copy of a document owned by 

the New Orleans Public Library from the New Orleans Parish Records of 1822. It is 

a petition from John Longpré, curator of René LeMeilleur’s (“of Ste. Genevieve in 

the State of Missouri”) effects since his death in New Orleans “sometime in the year 

1822.” René died of Yellow Fever. He left behind a trunk in which there was a gold 

watch and $82.00 in cash. Mr. Longpré attested to have written to the family 

several times expecting them to send for René’s things but no one responded. René 

also owed Mr. Longpré more than $197. His petition requests that after two weeks 

of advertisements in two local newspapers, the town lot and house for which he had 

provided René a “special mortgage”, be awarded to him.  This document triggers as 

many questions for us as it does answers. You can see our copy at the Linden House 

Rozier Library & Heritage Room during regular business hours. Watch our website 

for additional information as we accumulate it. 

A bonnet in our collection photographed by 

Bruce Pendleton © 2009 


