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Say the Magic Words 

Look up from the central hall and commodity 

merchant’s 

headquarters. All  

you see is the 

ceiling like the 

photo on the left. 

Then say the magic words: “Norman, 

Oh, Norman! Please show me your 

truss,” and VOILA!  The ceiling opens 

to reveal Etienne Bolduc arranging the 

dried 

goods stored in the attic awaiting the 

annual convoy of Spanish flatboats and 

their trading trip down the Mississippi 

River to New Orleans.   

Turn around and take your time to check 

out the Norman truss system with its hand-

hewn ax marks and hand-

carved pegs.  The magic is 

thanks to a generous donation 

from one of our friends. 

Home School Tuesdays— The first Tuesday of every 

month from 10AM– Noon. Each month features a different 

program for homeschoolers including a themed tour of our 

museum, crafts, and activities. Cost: $4.00/participant or 

$10.00/family 

May 7th – Arrowheads and Archery 

June 4th— Weaving 

July 2nd— The Language of Flowers 

 

 

Fourth Friday Ste. Genevieve Art Walk—The 

fourth Friday of every month from 6-9PM. We feature local 

and visiting artists, artisans, and an open mike for poets who 

want to read original poetry. In all there are 19 open art 

spaces which participate in this monthly art event. 

 

Day Camps—Three five-day day camp sessions will be held 

this summer. Call or email for a registration form and 

brochures. Our capacity is for 15 campers/session.   

Colonial Militia & the Battle for Fort San Carlos 

Day Camp– Monday through Friday June 3-7, 2013 for 

campers aged 8-12. Cost: $25 

Teen Volunteer Interpreters Day Camp—Monday 

through Friday June 24-28 for campers aged 12-15. 

FREE—30 hours of volunteer service will be arranged to 

be accomplished by each camper 

Strings & Things Day Camp—Monday through 

Friday July  15-19, for campers aged 8-12. Cost $25 

Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers–A full 

day of old-world activities for the whole homeschooling 

family. Saturday, April 27th—Cost: $35/family. Tickets 

available on our website. 

Vive La Musique! - North American French 

Music Festival  - Saturday August 24th—Cost $15 in 

advance; $20 at the door. Tickets available on our website.  

 

Wine & Cheese Tasting—Third Friday of the month 

June through  October from 5PM-7PM—sample local wines 

and cheeses while enjoying our authentic eighteenth century 

ambience. Cost $35. Tickets available on our website. 

 

“Tartuffe” by Moliere– Two performances open to the 

public- Friday Sept. 13th beginning at 7PM and Sunday Sept. 

15th beginning at 2PM in the afternoon. Cost $5.  

 

“Boo!silliage & French Colonial Zombie 

Festival and Werewolf Hunt- Saturday October 

26th—come dressed as a zombie and get in for half price.  

 

Ste. Catherine’s Day Dance & Taffy Pull—

Saturday, November 23rd 7-10PM. Cost $10/person in 

advance—$15/person at the door. Tickets available on our 

website. 

 

Classes & Events 

Use this 

scroll bar to 

see more 

important 

information 

We moved the furniture out of the Bolduc House salon on Sunday, 

February 10th for our first children’s ball in probably 200 years. According 

to Henry Marie Brackenridge, this was a Sunday afternoon tradition. When 

Henry was seven years old in 1793 his father sent him here for three years 

to learn to speak French. He wrote that the children all had to assemble in 

a great room after mass in their best clothes and learn to dance the minuet 

and other court dances of Versailles. Henry didn’t appreciate being made to 

dance with girls. In his opinion the American Sunday School was a better 

way to teach etiquette to children. Our guests enjoyed themselves 

sashaying across the floors 

to the tune of French 

colonial fiddle music led 

by our own Patti Naeger 

and assisted by members 

of the Ste. Genevieve 

militia. We plan to hold 

frequent Sunday afternoon 

children’s balls. Watch our 

website for details. 

Children’s Ball 

Please join us at the Ste. Genevieve Welcome Center at Main and Market Streets for a 

lecture about The Diligent and the French Slave Trade on Saturday, April 13, 2013 

from one until three in the afternoon. The speaker is Yale University professor of 

history, Dr. Robert Harms. His talk will feature information from the journal of one of 

the officers on the Diligent, a French slaver ship, during its first trans-Atlantic slaving voyage. A majority of the Africans who lived, 

dreamed, worked, married, and died here in Ste. Genevieve before the Louisiana Purchase were brought here from the Whydah 

area of West Africa in La Traite, the French slave trade. Dr. Harms’ lecture is free. It is being sponsored by The Bolduc House 

Museum in partnership with the Missouri Humanities Council with help from the National Endowment for the Humanities. This 

event is in conjunction with the exhibit, This Community of Cultures—the African Experience in Colonial Ste. Genevieve. Regular 

admission ($8/adult, $6/adult student or senior, and $2/K-12th grade student) will be charged to see the exhibit. We are 

committed to tell the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural colonial story of New France in the mid-Mississippi Valley under 

the governments of both France and Spain. This exhibit and the events associated with it are our first efforts to 

include the African story at the Bolduc House Museum. We appreciate the Missouri Humanities Council, Dr. 

Harms, Jean Rissover, and a small army of community volunteers for making these things possible.  

 

These navigation 

buttons take you to 

other areas of the 

site. Many of the 

pages are on the 

old template. One 

page at a time we 

are propagating 

the new design 

throughout 

Hover over 

these words to 

see hours, 

costs, and 

location 

This is where 

the new logo 

for our owner 

organization 

will go once it 

is released 

Our new slogan—New France—

The OTHER Colonial America 

and the blue and white fleur de lis 

from the flag of New France 

This box is for 

announcements—

like if we have to 

close for inclement 

weather conditions 

Use this scroll 

bar to see all the 

events we have 

planned now 

Visit our new 

online shop for 

French soaps and 

other souvenirs 

Our mascot thinks he is the 

web-designer and the CATS 

have hacked into his site. 

This is only a JOKE 

Dr. Robert Harms 



 Vive La Musique - North American Music 

Festival will happen here  all day long on 

Saturday, August 24, 2013.  Here’s what’s 

planned.  You can get tickets online. 

10 AM—Michael Rennels demonstrates 

how to make and play a pocket violin 

10:30—Sing along with Les Petits 

Chanteurs 

11:00—Hear stories based on the lyrics of 

Canadian folksinger, La Bolduc!  

11:30—Brother John Anderson (pictured 

below) tells West African folk tales 

accompanied by the rhythm of the djembe 

 

 

 

 

 

12:30—Charles Glenn accompanied by 

pianist, Larry Barker, presents the African 

and Caribbean roots of African jazz 

2:00—Mark Palms and his band, Creole 

du Nord, call a traditional French street 

dance 

4:00—Dennis Stroughmatt teaches a 

master fiddle class 

All day starting at 11 AM—get your 

scooter burgers, bacon-wrapped hotdogs, 

pommes frites, beer, soda, and ice cream at 

the Voyageur Scooter Club Concession 

Stand 

7:00-9:00—Evening concert with Dennis 

Stroughmatt and L’Esprit Creole and Mark 

Palms and Creole du Nord with a taste of 

La Guignole, the persistent 250 year old 

French New Year’s Eve tradition as it has 

evolved in Ste. Genevieve, Prairie du 

Rocher, and Old Mines 

Vive La Musique!  Bread Oven & Dough Rising Trough 

Actually this is Shirley Rat. 

Zuts has been mentoring 

me so that I can go back to Gunston Hall, 

Virginia, and tell all the other rats how to 

be good museum mascots. I have been 

shadowing Zuts since last July when Lesley 

brought me here. Zuts can be bossy and 

selfish and I do not like that he only eats 

pecans and doesn’t make the slightest effort 

to find me any cheese but I have grown to 

appreciate him very much. He even took 

me to the King’s Ball and made me his 

queen at the Children’s ball. Imagine my 

horror to have woken up on April 1st to find 

Zuts being taken by FORCE from our 

Linden House Office. Now he is MISSING! 

And, what is even more disturbing is the 

number of threatening emails he has been 

receiving from one CAT named Pierre and 

from an eagle named Napoleon who thinks 

he is too fat. They have both threatened to 

COOK and EAT Zuts. It positively gives me 

nightmares. And now Zuts is MISSING! I 

do not know what to do. If he has been 

eaten, who will become the mascot of HIS 

Bolduc House Museum.  Do you think he 

has been KIDNAPPED for RANSOM? If I 

hear anything, I’ll post on his Facebook 

Page...What will I do if there is a kidnapper 

who asks for 

RANSOM?  

Gary Boedefeld made this replica bread rising trough 
with five types of wood—yellow  pine, poplar, 
mahogany, ash, and redwood– to match the 200 year 
old one we have in the Bolduc House kitchen. He lined 
it with formica. This is part of our transition to living 
history and the first step towards making bread on a 
regular basis. Where will we bake the bread? In just a 
few more weeks we’ll have a French colonial Quebec-
style bread oven in the yard outside of the Louis Bolduc 
House. We’ve been helped by Donna Weaver at Venoge 
in Vevay, Indiana,  who built a working French bread 
oven there.  Just imagine the fragrance of fresh bread 
baking wafting all over downtown historic Ste. 
Genevieve.   

By Zuts  the Squirrel 

Chief Glenna Wallace will be awarded the Missouri 

Humanities Award for Exemplary Community 

Achievement at a ceremony in Jefferson City on 

Wednesday, April 17th. We nominated Chief Glenna to 

receive this award because of her strategic help with the 

creation of our exhibit: This Community of Cultures– the 

Shawnee and Delaware Indian Experience in Eastern 

Missouri. Mayor Richard Greminger of Ste. Genevieve 

wrote a letter in support of our nomination. We so 

appreciate the chief’s continued encouragement and involvement in our work to 

tell the multi-ethnic, multi-cultural story of the French colonial community here in 

Ste. Genevieve. Chief Glenna is the first woman chief of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe 

of Oklahoma. The tribal headquarters are just south of Joplin in Seneca, Missouri.  

Congratulations to  

Chief Glenna Wallace 

 

 

Our annual plant sale will happen on the weekend of April 27th with a plethora of 

heirloom tomatoes, peppers, and herbs grown from seed in our sprouting room 

beneath the Linden House. Patti says we have “oodles of varieties of heirloom 

tomatoes in every color from white to black and every stripe in between.”  We already 

have potted basil for sale in our shop for your kitchen windowsill garden.  

This spring we’re starting a new garden for plants used to dye fibers. We’ve got a lot 

to learn both about growing and then using them. Some dyes work on plant fibers 

like cotton and linen and others work on animal fibers like wool. So far we have 

sprouted Indigo, Wode, Golden Marguerite, Hopi Dye Amaranth, Black Dye 

Sunflower,  and Black Dye Hollyhock.  We won’t be able to grow enough of any one 

pigment producing plant to efficiently dye large lots of fabric. But, to really illustrate 

daily life as it was experienced in the 18th century here in Ste. Genevieve, we must 

learn to grow and process fiber dyes especially now that we have spinning wheels and 

a loom. 

This will be our third season to plant a traditional Eastern Woodland Indian Three 

Sister’s Garden. It contains the taller, older sister, corn to guard and support the 

vining beans and squashes. Traditionally little girls were sent to watch and keep 

crows and pillaging little boys out of the garden. They stood on a raised platform and 

taunted any marauding boys. This year we’re adding a watcher’s platform to our 

Three Sister’s Garden. Nearby, we’re building a wigwam. A bent willow frame has 

been curing all winter next to our volunteer, Gary Boedefeld’s furnace. Once the 

frame has been installed, we need 

to learn to weave cat tail mats 

unless we decide to cover the 

wigwam with an assortment of 

tanned animal hides.  

The 18th century French kitchen 

garden has already produced 

some early greens like kale. The 

peas have been planted along 

with potatoes. Soon the herbs and 

flowers will wake up as will the 

vines and fruit trees. All thanks to 

Patti Naeger, our tireless master 

gardener. 

The Bolduc House Museum is owned and 

operated by The National Society of the Colonial 

Dames of America in the State of Missouri, a 

501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. We depend on 

the generosity of our friends for support. Thank 

you for each tax deductible gift. 

In the Garden 

From the Director 

Lesley Barker 

 

 

The Bolduc House Museum is in 

transition. Indeed, I’ve been saying 

that since November 2009 when I 

first arrived. We’ve made a lot of 

changes to the physical campus—

moved the shop out of the LeMeilleur to 

the Linden House, fenced the area 

where we’re installing the Eastern 

Woodland Indian Village, relocated the 

library shelves into the Colonial Dames 

Parlor, built some replica items so that 

children can touch and experience 18th 

century life here. We’ve added a 

commitment to tell a multi-ethnic, multi

-cultural story of New France as it was 

lived in this Missouri’s first colonial 

town with the development of two 

exhibits about “This Community of 

Cultures” - the Shawnee & Delaware 

Experience, and the African Experience. 

We’ve rebranded ourselves as “The 

OTHER Colonial America.” We’ve 

purchased an old bank building on land 

that was originally owned by Louis 

Bolduc to create an educational center 

and we have more changes planned. All 

of this is a testimony to the vision and 

determined participation of our owner 

organization, The National Society of 

the Colonial Dames of America in the 

State of Missouri. But there is another 

group of participants that I want to 

recognize and appreciate from the 

bottom of my heart. It is the volunteers 

and members of the local Ste. 

Genevieve Community like Jean 

Henson and Barbara Fitzgerald who 

work in the archives; like Liz Manns 

who teaches ceramics and contributes 

expertise as needed about our art 

collections; like Gary Boedefeld who 

builds whatever I ask for; like the 

homeschooled high school students—

Ray, Michael, Luke, Kievan, Michelle; 

like the students in the Ste. Genevieve 

High School History Club; like Jean 

Rissover who paints portraits of Zuts 

and then spends hundreds of hours on 

the graphics for the African exhibit and 

the team of assistants—Joy, Terry, and 

Denise who installed the exhibit; and 

like the members of the Ste. Genevieve 

Militia—Gary, Bob, Bob, and Mark in 

particular, who capture loup garous, 

provide security and dance partners at 

children’s balls, and teach new recruits 

to march, drill, and fight. Other 

volunteers like graduate students from 

the Washington University French 

Department, the SEMO Historic 

Preservation Association, and the 

College School’s eight grade classes 

should not be neglected. Thank you all. 

Herbs and delicate perennials wintering over in our 

grow-room in the Linden House basement 

Two billboards on I-55 North advertise historic 

Ste. Genevieve—both feature a picture of the 

Bolduc House. We were chosen to be on the 

billboard because we are a National Historic 

Landmark and we are open year round. If you 

see one of the signs, let us know, please. One is 

near Fruitlan at Mile Marker 107 and the other is 

at Ozora.  We appreciate the Ste. Genevieve 

Tourism Tax Commission for featuring us on the 

sign. In the weeks it has been up, we have 

received visits from people who say they are 

driving north from Memphis and have always 

meant to visit Ste. Genevieve but never have 

before. 

This QR code will 

take you to Zuts’ 

Facebook page. 

Please post any 

advice for me 

there.  


