Classes & Events

BOLDUC HOUSE NOUVELLES

Volunteer Teen Interpreters Training Camp

Details & Registration forms at www.bolduchouse.org

A National Historic Landmark

Home School Tuesdays— The first Tuesday

125 South Main Street, Sainte Genevieve, MO 63670

of every month from 10AM– Noon. Each month
features a different program for homeschoolers
including a themed tour of our museum, crafts, and
activities. Cost: $4.00/participant or $10.00/family

573-883-3105
Summer Edition 2012

July NO PROGRAM due to Independence
Day for July

www.bolduchouse.org

© 2012 by The National Society of the Colonial Dames in America/Missouri

New France
The Other Colonial America

August 7th—Family History for 4th-12th
graders

Imagine what it would feel like to sleep on
a straw mattress on a rope bed in the
family bedroom of the Louis Bolduc
House. This year our visitors have been
able to actually sit on the reproduction
bed and feel the prickly straw poking
through the linen mattress. I am fond of
asking a group of tourists: “How would
you like to sleep in the same room as your
mother, father, grandmother, grandfather,
and all your brothers and sisters?” In May
I asked this of a group of women on a
mystery tour to Ste. Genevieve. Then I
explained how we are recreating the
experience of the bedroom by adding
reproduction artifacts that can be
touched. “Now,” I explained, “I am hoping
to find a chicken farmer who will donate a
truckload of feathers so I can make a
feather bed to put on top of this straw
mattress.”

September 4th—Native American Games &
Activities for K-12th graders

Louis Bolduc Day—Saturday, August 25–
Our third annual celebration of Louis Bolduc’s
saint’s day. Starting at 2PM we’ll have music,
period activities, crafts, and games along with
some snacks. From 2-5 we’ll have graduate
students and other French scholars here. If you
have old family documents that you cannot read
because they are in French, bring them to the
Linden House. Our scholars will give you a
preliminary translation. We can also scan and
provide you with digital copies of your originals
to share with your relatives and we hope you’ll
allow us to keep a copy for our Rozier Library &
Heritage Room. At 6:30, gather on the south side
of the Linden House for a performance of
Moliere’s “Imaginary Invalid.” Cost: Donations

Eight teens participated in our Volunteer Teen Interpreters Day Camp during the
week of June 11th. They learned to do French colonial activities—doll making,
planting a garden, learning about the French militia and its weapons, playing
games like croquet, whist, Fox and Geese. Each teen will contribute back a
minimum of 30 hours of service to the museum. They will be able to lead activities
for our visitors, as well as help in the office and gardens.

Fire in the Hole

Accepted . 100 “Free” tickets available and can be
arranged at www.bolduchouse.org

“Are you serious about wanting a feather
bed?” asked Angie Apperson of Kevil,
Kentucky. “Absolutely,” I answered.

Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers—
Saturday, September 29th from 10AM4PM—Colonial crafts, activities, games, classes and
more for the entire family. The registration form and
details are at http://bolduchouse.org/
HomeSchoolActivities.aspx

Cost: $35/family

Hand-built Ceramics Class—with emphasis on
Native American process taught by Elizabeth Manns
meets six Mondays and Wednesdays between 12:305PM—come for a minimum of 2 hours per week
beginning August 20th. Children 8-12 cost: $25; 12Adult cost: $50. Appropriate for beginners through
graduate level students of ceramics. Register by
phone or by clicking the Learn More button on our
home page: www.bolduchouse.org

A Feather Bed

You never know what may be happening when you stop by for a visit. Dr.
Thomas Hall arrived when Gary Scheel of the Ste. Genevieve Militia was
showing his weapons to our teen day campers. Gary coached him to bite
open the packet of gun powder, pour it into two parts of the gun, add cloth,
tamp it down, yell: “fire in the hole”, and fire. For safety no bullet was
added. Of course, like the French colonial Americans, Gary made sure to
tell Dr. Hall NOT to aim. That way if he killed an opponent it would not be
his fault—it would have been God’s will.

Are you a member of the 2012 Friends of the Bolduc House Museum?
Call 573-883-3105 for information about joining this group

A huge box arrived in early June along
with a letter: “It is with great pleasure
that I am sending this featherbed to
you….When we were growing up, Mama
New France extended from the North Atlantic Ocean , across Canada, down the St.
raised geese, picked their feathers and
Lawrence River, through the Great Lakes, down the Mississippi River to the Gulf of
made featherbeds. We didn’t have central
Mexico. Protected by a series of forts and Catholic missions to the Indians, the region
heat then and the bedrooms were COLD.
became home to individuals from France and the slaves they brought from West Africa.
Sinking into a featherbed brought
By 1720 the area west of the Mississippi Region between the Missouri River and the
warmth and pleasant dreams….So when
Ohio River gained a reputation for its lead, salt, and extremely fertile flood plains. By
I heard you say you would enjoy having
1735 the Grand Champ (Big Field) at Sainte Genevieve provided wheat for all of
a featherbed, I thought, ‘Aha, a home for
Louisiana and beyond. In 1760 the colony changed hands by a secret arrangement
my featherbed where it will be
with Spain which lasted until 1800 when it was briefly restored to France. So it was
appreciated and taken care of.’” Thank
during the Spanish period that the terrible floods came in 1785. The floods forced the
you Ms. Apperson!
town to relocate just a few miles up from its original site by 1792, when Louis Bolduc
SAVE THE DATE
built the house we know as the National Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House.

Saturday, August 25, 2012

A detail of a 1755 map of “La Nouvelle France” (New France) in the Bolduc House Museum
collection. Photograph by Bruce Pendleton © 2009

3rd annual LOUIS BOLDUC DAY 2-8PM

Fleeces
It is not every day that we
get a telephone call asking
if we might possibly be
interested in the fleece from some recently shorn
sheep which, otherwise, would be thrown away.
The wool was dirty, smelly, and wet but we were
very excited about it. The Richardson family of
Park Hills, Missouri, graciously allowed our
volunteers, Terry and Joy Shoemaker, to load it
into their pick-up truck and bring it here. Then,
Debbie Cambron, a historic re-enactor who spins
fibers, showed us how to clean the wool. She took
a small amount home to spin. It produced four
skeins of this thick dark wool. As we become
proficient at this historic craft, we will be able to
use wool we spin to make articles of period
clothing to wear. Perhaps some of the wool will
even make it to the shelves of our Museum Shop.
Below: Debbie Cambron spins wool in our LeMeilleur House in
April for our Colonial History Day for Homeschoolers

Louis Bolduc Day and Molière’s Imaginary Invalid
Molière, considered the “father of French comedy,” was the royal
playwright of the French King until his death. He starred in the
last play he wrote, “The Imaginary Invalid”, a spoof on doctors
and apothecaries in 1673. Molière died the next day of
tuberculosis. This was the same time that Pierre Bolduc also lived
in Paris as a master apothecary so Moliere may have directed his
barbs against an ancestor of the man who built our National
Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House one hundred and
nineteen years later. This is why we have decided to perform
Portrait of Molière
by Pierre Mignard
Molière’s “Imaginary Invalid” at the Bolduc House Museum on
our third annual Louis Bolduc Day, the Feast of St. Louis,
Saturday, August 25, 2012. The stage will be the south porch of
our Linden House. The actors are from the local Ste. Genevieve community and the
performance, which will begin at 6:30PM, will be well worth the audience’s time.
The Louis Bolduc Day activities will start earlier in the day at around 2PM with
French scholars available to translate old family documents written in French,
games, activities, tours, and refreshments. This is our annual gathering of Bolduc
family members to which we also invite our Friends and the descendants of our
other “first” families: Govreau, Pratte, Courtois, Janis, Rozier and more. Invitations
will be mailed in late July. Details and “free” tickets are available by clicking the
Learn More button on the homepage of our on our website, www.bolduchouse.org.
Does your family history connect to Southeastern Missouri? We’d love to get to know about
your family. Every piece of information that you share with us adds to what we know about
our community. Please call and let us know your stories. 573-883-3105

In the Garden

The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
organization. We depend on the generosity of our
friends for support. Thank you for each tax deductible
gift.

Our High School Graduates
Congratulations to our teen employees who
graduated from high school this spring. Oliver
Naeger, graduated from Valle Catholic High
School after placing second in the state in pole
vaulting. He will attend Missouri University of
Science & Technology at Rolla in the fall. Claire
Clinton finished her home school high school
career. She is working as our custodian and plans
to take community college classes in the fall.
Paige Schreiber graduated from Ste. Genevieve
High School. She hopes to go into the field of
child care.

Pictured from left to right: Paige Schreiber, Claire Clinton, and
Oliver Naeger.

This new bed in the
shape of the outline
map of the State of
Missouri contains
plants described in
English for the first
time by Lewis & Clark
on their 1804 Voyage
of Discovery. More of
the plants they
encountered will be
added as the weather
permits. This garden has the potential to present student visitors with concepts of
geography, history, and botany in one lesson. As with any map, north will be
indicated by a compass rose (not yet designed)—north, in this case, is on the east
side of the yard. To mark the
location of this town, we plan
to place a statue of Sainte
Genevieve, herself, into this
garden.
Are you searching for the perfect
place for a wedding? Our gardens
and grounds provide Affordable
Old-world Elegance. We are a
perfect location for your weddings,
photographs, and outdoor events.
Call for details: 573.883.3105

From the Director

Sainte Genevieve, Missouri, is a world away from New
York City where I grew up in the 1960’s on the seventh floor of a 15 story apartment
building. In fact, the other morning, while walking my chow-husky mix of a dog,
Saxby, through the cornfields three blocks from my home, I was amazed to see first
a king fisher bird in a tree, and next a muskrat swimming in a ditch. Last night at an
outdoor dinner at one of our local wineries I saw a bluebird and heard about a
mother skunk and two cute baby skunks who live in the field just over the hill but
she did not bring them out while we were there.
In addition to the rural feel of this City of Sainte Genevieve, there is the
esprit de corps of a community that values its heritage—French and German for the
most part—keeping centuries old festivals alive like the annual King’s Ball and La
Guignole New Year’s Eve Celebration. Visitors from Quebec and France are
frequently our guests and the community welcomes them graciously like when two
French visitors were invited to the podium at the introductory ceremony of the
annual French Heritage Festival last Saturday morning while the French national
anthem was sung by the children’s choral group, Les Petits Chanteurs, which is
directed by our senior gardener, Patti Naeger. The whole town turned out for the
street dance at the hotel parking lot on Main Street that evening.
While our time period is the same as Williamsburg, for example, our story
is as different as today’s Sainte Genevieve differs from New York City. The more we
learn about this multi-ethnic, multi-cultural community of French, Spaniards,
Africans, and American Indians from at least five different tribes, the more
questions we find we have to ask and research. So the more we learn the more we
are able to immerse our visitors in a time and culture that would have perhaps
disappeared except for the persistent witness of the French colonial vertical log
architecture that remains intact, although frequently covered in asbestos siding,
throughout the town and the surrounding county. These houses claimed the
attention of pioneering historic preservationists like the National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America in the State of Missouri whose
vision and investment since the 1940’s has and will continue
to benefit countless visitors. What a privilege mine is to lead
how we interpret the French colonial story of Louis Bolduc
and his neighbors for future generations of visitors to this first
town in Missouri! - By Lesley Barker

Bonhomme de Sept Heures
Little Agatha Bolduc and her brothers would never have considered sneaking out of
the barred Bolduc House after seven o’clock at night because Bonhomme de Sept
Heures might be hiding under the gallerie porch. This horrible phantom was a kind of
bogey man. He wore a mask and carried a big sack into which he would throw
children who were out after bedtime and then he would carry them far away where
nobody would ever find them again.
But, if the children were good and snuggled deep down into the feather bed or nestled
into the straw beneath the bear rug, they might have been rewarded with the story of
how ‘Ti-Jean, a metis trickster voyageur from Quebec, learned to play the fiddle.
If the family’s long-time slave, also named Agatha, was the one to sit with the children
until they fell asleep, she might have told them how that conceited
Call 573-883spider, Anansi, managed to get the chief of the gods to make all the
3105 to
stories be about him. The children might have been surprised at the
arrange a
story of the African spider because earlier in the day one of the Indian fairy-tale
children could have told them about the great spider who makes flint based tour led
by our
arrow heads in the grass.
In the morning, little Agatha Bolduc may have encountered a live
spider on the wood pile. Without considering either spider trickster,
the little girl would have made sure to use her right foot to squish the
scary spider—if she used her left foot it would bring bad luck.

director for
your group of
at least 10
people

By Zuts the Squirrel
If you wonder why I, Zuts the Squirrel,
will not be at MY Bolduc House when
you visit during the next two weeks it will be
because I am going to Washington DC with Lesley.
I overheard her say that she was going to take me
as long as I promise to stay in her pocket. (So I
crossed my paws, of course.) Why are we going?
Because MY Bolduc House Museum belongs to the
Mississippi River Hills Association and this
organization has been invited to participate in the
Smithsonian’s Folk Life Festival on the National
Mall in the University of Missouri tent. So there
will be pictures of MY Bolduc House, pictures of
our 18th century French faience plates, and
INFORMATION about ME (and our National
Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House &
Museum, of course) in plain sight to be enjoyed by
ONE MILLION PEOPLE each week for two
weeks. We will only be there for the first week,
actually, but our information will be there for the
whole festival. I can only imagine how many DC
area SQUIRRELS will also learn about ME and our
wonderful heritage in Sainte Genevieve. I shall
insist that Lesley provide me with access to the
world-wide web so that I can post pictures of ME
at the capitol of the United States of America—do
you think we will meet the PRESIDENT?- on MY
Facebook Page. Have you LIKED my page yet? It is
easy to find. Log on to your Facebook account.
Then search for Zuts the Bolduc House Museum
Squirrel. I am a “page” not a “person”. Then click
LIKE! I try to update my page at least daily so you
can see if there are any PROBLEMS—i.e. cats,
around.

In Our Rozier Library
Two doctoral students and a
professor from the Washington
University French Department
spent a day helping us process
some of our books and old
documents early in May. Our
conversation about the books
contained in the Rozier library contrasted with
the books which are not here was a fascinating
approach to characterizing this French Catholic
community. We found a handwritten prayer to St.
Joseph folded up in a devotional book owned by
Mary Rozier. Written 26 years after Missouri
became a state, it shows that French remained
the language of the heart in Ste. Genevieve long
after English took over as its official language.
Prière à St Joseph—”Most debonair St. Joseph, I
petition you for your faithful protection and
conduct during the trip I am about to make; and
by the sufferings you endured during the two
trips you made when you fled to and returned
from Egypt with Jesus and Marie, I pray that
you will help me on this occasion to obtain the
grace to arrive at the right place wherever it
may be. ..March 27, 1847. (translation)

