Dr. Robert Englebert

Battle of Quebec adopted, reframed and rehung

BOLDUC HOUSE NOUVELLES

Dr. Robert Englebert is
an assistant professor of
history at the University
of Saskatchewan,
Canada. His areas of
specialization include
the history of French
North America, FrenchIndian relations, fur
trade history, and 18th
century relations
between Canada, the Illinois Country, and Upper
Louisiana. He is co-editor of the recently
published anthology, French and Indians in the
Heart of North America, 1630-1815, Michigan
State University Press, 2013. In addition, Dr.
Englebert has published articles and chapters on
fur trade and voyageur history. His current
projects include a biography of merchant Gabriel
Cerré and an article about the life of Cape
Girardeau founder Pierre Louis de Lorimier. He
is also the recipient of numerous grants and
fellowships, including the Ekberg Research
Grant, a John Carter Brown Library Fellowship,
and most recently a Quebec National Archives
Research Grant.

This 1760 lithograph of the
Siege of Quebec has been
adopted and reframed
using museum-quality
archival materials by
Judy Sexauer the Galleria
of Ste. Genevieve. It is back
in the Louis Bolduc House
salon where it serves as a
poignant illustration of
how our region on the west side of the Mississippi River became
governed by Spain from 1760 to 1800. Because our own Louis
Bolduc lived in the St. Joachim area of Quebec, he may have served
in the militia there. Perhaps he fought in this battle. At any rate, the
French loss of Quebec to England surely played a part in Louis
Bolduc’s decision to risk the journey to relocate his young family to
Ste. Genevieve. Sadly, the risk proved too great for his wife (and first
cousin), Marguerite, and for their infant son, also named Louis. This
very important piece of art is now protected so that it can continue
to help us tell the story of New France in Ste. Genevieve for future
generations of visitors. If you would like to adopt one of our other
pieces of art or an eighteenth century map that needs to be
reframed, please contact us at 573-883-3105.

A National Historic Landmark

The Missouri Humanities Council (MHC) has
awarded a grant of $1,075 to The National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the
State of Missouri in support of the project “Fifth
Annual Louis Bolduc Day” on Saturday, August
23, 2014. The MHC is the only state-wide agency
in Missouri devoted exclusively to humanities
education for citizens of all ages. It has served as
a state affiliate of the National Endowment for
the Humanities since 1971.
The grant will be used to bring Dr. Robert
Englebert to speak about French familial and
business ties linking our mid-Mississippi Valley
region, Quebec, and France in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Dr. Englebert’s talk will be
held at the Jean-Baptiste Valle House at 2PM and
is free to attend. For more information about the
Fifth Annual Louis Bolduc Day watch the Bolduc
House Museum Facebook Page or call the
museum office at 573-883-3105.

Save the Date Louis Bolduc Day,
Saturday, August 23-24, 2014
Dr. Englebert to speak 8/23 at 2PM

Our volunteer archivists visit the professionals
Barbara Fitzgerald
and Jean Henson
volunteer every week
in our archives.
Neither of them is a
professional archivist
so we decided to visit
two archives in Cape
Girardeau. Here, Dr.
Frank Nickell is explaining how the new office of the Missouri
State Archives processes documents. Next, he took us to the
archives at the Southeast Missouri State University Library, which
is a more established archives. Satisfied that our processes are
consistent with best practices, the conversation moved quickly to
sharing information over an Italian lunch. We all agreed that we
should visit more frequently to share information and to problem
solve together as well as to gain mutual encouragement.
The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt
organization. We depend on the generosity of our
friends for support. Thank you for each tax deductible
gift.
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Representative Jason Smith kicks off tourism week in Southeast Missouri
The Honorable Jason Smith, United States Congressman for the Eighth
District of Missouri, visited Ste. Genevieve on June 3, 2014. He presented an
American flag to the Welcome Center. Local Boy Scouts conducted ceremony
where the flag was first raised. Next, the congressman visited our National
Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House. He was interested in seeing a
vertical log house and ours is the first fully restored example of that early
French architecture in the mid-Mississippi Valley. After a brief visit to our
site, Representative Smith commented that he will have to spend much more
time here. The visit was to kick off a week concentrating on tourism in
Southeastern Missouri. After seeing Ste. Genevieve, the congressman planned
to visit some recreational lakes and rivers, go to Lambert’s restaurant in
Sikeston, and visit some other cultural sites. Heritage tourism is a significant
economic development tool for the region. It was a great honor to host the
congressman here and to be able to show him how we have begun to
transition to become a Living History tourism destination that interprets New
France—the OTHER Colonial America.
Representative Jason Smith and Bolduc House Museum Director Lesley Barker at
the Louis Bolduc House. The “magic ceiling” is open to reveal Etienne Bolduc
arranging dried goods in the attic. It is also possible to view the Norman Truss
System with its hand-hewn beams and hand-carved wooden pegs from below.

Artist Billyo O’Donnell is the man shown with the
straw hat on his back. Recognized as one of the
nation’s leading landscape painters, Billyo helped to
kick off a collaborative celebration of the 80th
anniversary of the Ste. Genevieve Art Colony’s
Summer School of Art hosted by the Ste. Genevieve
Art Guild and the St. Louis Artists Guild. He taught a
class in plein aire painting in the rose garden of our
Jean-Baptiste Valle House on Saturday, June 14th.
Inside, the house we were privileged to display two
paintings by Fred Conway along with three works by
Virginia Davis. She was one of several women to
study non-representational art under Conway in St.
Louis in the 1960’s. The works we displayed were
from the private collection of one of our Missouri
Society Members along with one painting loaned to
us by a member of the local Ste. Genevieve
community.

Billyo O’Donnell teaching in our garden

New Cart

Heirloom Tomato Tasting Garden

From the Director

By Zuts the Squirrel

Lesley Barker
This spacious garden is perfect for
weddings, receptions, and other
gatherings. It belongs to the JeanBaptiste Valle House, now our
property, and comprises a quarter
block. Along both sides of the
traditional gardener’s fence to the
west of the house, Patti planted an
heirloom tomato tasting garden.
Each plant is a different type of
tomato raised lovingly from saved seed over the winter in the greenhouse
beneath the Linden House before being moved to our new free-standing
greenhouse. Each tomato will look and taste different—some will have
Gary Baudefeld made us this charette
stripes, others will have unusual colors—purple, orange, yellow, green, and
based on some pictures of carts that
would have been used to haul wood and still others will be shaped in ways that we do not typically associate with
other heavy items in eighteenth century tomatoes. During the Ste. Genevieve Fourth Friday Art Walks in August and
September, plan to join us for a tomato tasting party. We may even include a
Ste. Genevieve. He made a moveable
tomato raised in California or Mexico to prove that locally grown tomatoes
axel and carved and greased wooden
that are allowed to ripen on the vine taste the best. The Jean-Baptiste Valle
pegs to hold the wheels. Even though
House garden includes a fabulous historic rose garden and a wonderful bed
the cart looks primitive, it took
of lilies. We owe a large debt of gratitude to our Girl Scout volunteers,
significant engineering and
volunteers from Valle Catholic High School,
craftsmanship and is able to hold a lot
adult and other teen volunteers from the
of weight.
local Ste. Genevieve community, as well as
to volunteers from the Missouri Society of
the Colonial Dames for helping us in this
very large new garden. If you are interested
in working alongside our senior and master
gardener as a volunteer please let us know.

Homeschoolers learn to make rope

School for Wives
With an all volunteer cast
from the community we will
present Moliere’s School for
Wives on Friday, August 22,
2014. Tickets cost $5.00/
person and are available for
download at www.bolduchouse.org when
you click on the Shop tab. A second, dinnertheater performance will take place on
Saturday, August 23, 2014. To reserve your
spot for the dinner theater, use the
registration form enclosed for the Fifth
Annual Louis Bolduc Days.

Mark Diamond’s famous coyote hat is leaning
against the pecan tree while he demonstrates how
to crank the rope-making machine for the
homeschoolers in attendance at the June 3rd
Homeschool Tuesday. We invite homeschoolers to
come
the
first

Tuesday of every month from
10AM until noon. The theme of
each month is different and
always includes a focused minitour of our Bolduc House

I am just about packed for a trip to
Europe. It’s a combination of work,
vacation, and study related to my
doctoral work in the Museum
Studies department at the University
of Leicester in England. There, I will
present research on the American
Historic House Museum genre based
mostly on what we have been doing
here at our site at the Bolduc House
Museum. Many museum
professionals question the viability of
this museum sector, wondering if it
remains relevant today. Some, like
Elizabeth Woods and Debra Reid,
find potential in this museum sector
because of the authenticity of the
artifacts and the architecture. People
we know and care about from
history lived here and used these
items. Speaking recently in the stone
building at the Felix Valle House
State Historic Site that artist Matt
Zeigler used as his studio, Dr. Julie
Dunn-Morton, the curator of fine
arts at the Mercantile Library of St.
Louis at UMSL, epitomized the value
of such historic spaces. She was
giving a talk about the Ste. Genevieve
Art Colony and Summer School of
Art that was here in the 1930s. “Fred
Conway may have walked through
that door. Aimee Schweig might have
sat in that corner,” she said. It
resonates with what Elizabeth Woods
calls the “numinous” quality that
objects, such as Abraham Lincoln’s
hat, for example, holds and evokes

for visitors when they encounter
them. It is what happened when an
older African American bus driver
from Arkansas heard me say that
enslaved Africans hewed the vertical
logs on the Louis Bolduc House and
probably whittled the pegs that hold
the Norman truss system together in
the attic. “I have never before seen
something made by African slaves,”
he said with obvious emotion. It is
what Dontavius Williams, a first
person interpreter who personifies a
slave at the Brattonville Historic Site
in South Carolina, emphasizes when
he ends his tour at the original brick
slave cabin that his ancestors may
have lived in. “You can see the
fingerprints of the slaves in the
mortar.” He goes on to say, “Don’t
ever believe anyone who says slavery
did not happen. You can see the proof
in the fingerprints.” Every time I
open one of the shutters on the Louis
Bolduc House I am aware that this
house was built when George
Washington was the president of the
United States and that it withstood
the New Madrid Earthquakes. How
privileged we are to touch it and let
our imaginations roam back more
than 200 years to a place and time
that has all but disappeared.

American Confluence by Stephen Aron
Stephen Aron’s book provides a very readable geo-political
historical narrative about the place we now know as Missouri. He
uses the confluence of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Ohio Rivers
as a metaphor for the cultural interactions that occurred here over
time. The book spends considerable time on the period we
interpret before the Louisiana Purchase to explain the differences
between the colonial governing strategies and Indian policies of
France, Spain, and Great Britain. This is a very useful resource
for anyone interested in the region’s colonial history.

Master storyteller Gladys Coggswell; Photo by
Darcy Holtgrave, used by permission

I have a new very good friend. Her
name is Gladys Coggswell and she tells
very good stories. She was here with
some of her other friends—Angela
Williams and Darcy Holtgrave -trying
to collect stories from African American
people who live here and whose
families were living and working here a
long time ago. I got to help. But I do
not know very much about the African
American people who used to work
here. I have attempted to consult my
great grand-sire’s journal of what the
humans were doing at MY Bolduc
House a long time ago and I did find
out that Agatha Bolduc, the girl who
adopted ‘Tit Monsieur in 1800 and who
taught him to read and write en
français, of course, grew up and
married Rene LeMeilleur—later they
built MY LeMeilleur House. But do you
know what Agatha’s mother, Catherine
Janis Bolduc, gave them for a wedding
present? Three African slaves. Simon
was 24 years old and valued at $650.
Celestine was 14 years old and valued at
$450 and Therese was 9 years old and
valued at $250. I wonder what
happened to these three. The wedding
was in 1820 so they all could have been
alive in 1865 when Pres. Lincoln freed
them. I know that Gladys wants to find
their descendants and I do too. In fact,
anyone who lived or worked at any of
our houses should come and share your
stories with us on August 23rd.

