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In 1929 the Missouri Society of The National 

Society of the Colonial Dames of America installed 

an historical marker where the biggest Indian 

mound in St. Louis once stood. The marker has 

been re-installed on the large granite boulder from 

Elephant Rocks State Park at its new location at 

Mound Street and Broadway in view of the 

Mississippi river. The site was blessed by Osage 

Chief Scott Big Horse on September  7, 2014 with 

members of the Missouri Society in attendance. 

Osage Chief Scott Big Horse Prays at Big Mound Site 

For several years we have been gathering donations to help to pay 

for the cost of installing a new cedar shake roof on our National 

Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House and now it is going to 

happen. We are grateful for each person who has contributed to this 

very important historic preservation activity that is vitally needed to 

address the leaks that are the result of some very harsh winters. The 

Versailles Foundation of New York City has made a substantial 

grant to assist with this project. They fund the marble statuary in 

the gardens of Versailles, Monet’s garden, and monuments that 

connect the citizens of France with the citizens of the United States. 

This foundation has given us a second grant to hire a horticultural 

historian to do research on what is thought to be the oldest rose 

garden in the State of Missouri, our Jean-Baptiste Valle House rose 

garden.  

 

Saturday, 
October 18th will 
be the third annual 
BOO!silliage & 
French Colonial 
Zombie Festival 
here at the Bolduc 
House Museum. 
Help us replace 
bousilliage on the 
National Historic 
Landmark Louis 
Bolduc House. Eat 
bloody S’mores and 

bread shaped like witch’s fingers. Hear about 
loup garoux and perhaps help the militia to hunt 
one. We have “silver” bullets available in our 
shop to protect you. Join in on some zombie 
karaoke and hang around for a lovely fall day in 
our gardens. Come dressed as a zombie or 
werewolf and get in for half price.  

Vieux Noel starts Friday, November  28th 
and runs through Tuesday, January 6th—
stroll through the Linden House Yard along with 
people from the colonial community to bring a 
gift (Santon style—rum pum pum) to the Christ 
Child. Suggested donation: $2/adult and $1/
child. 

Ste. Genevieve Holiday & 
Christmas Walk on Saturday 
and Sunday, December 6th and 
7th  is a great time to visit our town. 
The events begin on Saturday 
morning with a parade. Free concerts 
and shopping as well as good food is 
available all weekend all over town.  

Our Watch Party on New Year’s 
Eve will take place on December 31st 
from 6:30-8:30PM at the Jean-
Baptiste Valle House. Tickets admit 
you to the party where we play 
French colonial parlor games and eat 
refreshments. Tickets cost $10/
person. It is free to join us to see the Guignole 
Dancers when they arrive. Their performance 
ends the party. We can accommodate 40 people 
for the watch party so make your reservations by 
calling Robbie at 573-883-3105 

Have you renewed your membership in 
the Friends of the Bolduc House Museum 
yet? Use the enclosed form to sign up or 
renew your membership for 2015. 

 

 

Events to Know About The Versailles Foundation 

For the third year in a row, a cast made up of 

community volunteers performed one of Moliere’s 

comedies outdoors on the south porch of the Linden 

House in the August heat. This year’s gimmick was 

to pretend that we were in a 1920’s silent film. 

Hence all the black and white costumes. More 

photos are available on our Facebook page. 

Project Pioneer 

selects one French 

family and one 

German family 

from Ste. 

Genevieve each 

year. The families 

collect and 

publish their 

history and 

genealogy and 

then they gather for a large reunion during the Jour de Fete on the 

second weekend of August. This year Project Pioneer hosted the 

families at our Jean-Baptiste Valle House. Here they are pictured 

in the rose garden. The Pfaff’s have orange tee shirts and the 

Langelier’s have blue tee shirts.  

Above from left to right: Laura Rand Orthwein Jr., Danette Daniels, Chief Scott Big 

Horse, Christy Franchot James at the Big Mound Plaza; Left: the plaque 

The Bolduc House Museum is owned and operated by The 

National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State 

of Missouri, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. We depend on 

the generosity of our friends for support. Thank you for each 

tax deductible gift. 

Project Pioneer Honors Pfaff & Langelier Families 

Highlights From Moliere’s School For Wives 

ESTOO’s First History Conference 

Our director was privileged to attend the 

first history conference of the Eastern 

Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma on September 

27th at the tribe’s Indigo Sky Casino. One of 

the ways our exhibit—This Community of 

Cultures serves an important purpose is to 

assist the tribe in recovering the history of 

their time in eastern Missouri.  Recovering 

their history was also the purpose of the 

conference at which around 200 people were 

in attendance. 



The LeMeilleur 

House was 

filled with 

members of our 

first families to 

witness 

Geoffrey Pratte 

take the curtain 

off the restored 

portrait of his 

ancestor, Jean-Baptiste Sebastian 

Pratte. Then he spent about fifteen 

minutes sharing the Pratte family 

history during our fifth annual Louis 

Bolduc Day Celebration. The day 

started with a three flags ceremony in 

the Jean-Baptiste Valle rose garden 

where a similar ceremony likely 

happened on the transfer of the Post 

of Ste. Genevieve to the United States 

in 1804. Later in the day we enjoyed a 

lecture by Dr. Robert Englebert who 

shared about our French colonial 

heritage from the Canadian 

perspective. This lecture was 

sponsored by the Missouri 

Humanities Council with support 

from the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. On Sunday, several of 

our guests joined us for a tour of the 

French colonial sites on the Illinois 

side of the river. We were driven in 

the air conditioned Gus Gus the Fun 

Bus. 

Geoffrey Pratte Reveals His 

Ancestor’s Portrait 

 

I first met Karen Daly when Lesley and 

I were in Washington DC to participate 

in the Smithsonian’s 2012 Folk Life 

Festival on the National Mall. Then I 

saw her again last March at the Small 

Museum Association meeting in 

Maryland where Lesley spoke. 

However, I am going to be in 

attendance at the biennial conference 

of The National Society of the Colonial 

Dames of America this fall. And, I am 

going to be the MAIN representative 

from MY Bolduc House Museum. 

Lesley is not even invited! So there! I 

have been asked to bring TIPS about 

how other museums can benefit from 

having a museum mascot. Well, that’s 

easy! I presented about that exact topic 

at the 2013 international conference of 

the Association of Living History, 

Farms, and Agricultural Museums. 

That time Lesley did help. Anyway, I 

am going to put together my best 

advice which INCLUDES friending and 

following me on both Facebook and 

Twitter. If you have never checked out 

hashtag #museummascots on Twitter, I 

recommend that you do that next. You 

may be amazed at all the museum 

mascots around the world and if you 

follow us on Twitter you will learn lots. 

There is a snake, a bunch of mummies, 

some CATS (yuck!), a dinosaur, a lion 

(yuck!), a DOG (yuck again!) and lots 

more folks. 

By Zuts  the Squirrel 

Filled with primary source documents and images, this is an 

important history of the French &  Indian War Siege and Battle 

of Quebec that changed the political map for our region in 1760. 

It is the incident that precipitated our Louis Bolduc’s journey to 

Ste. Genevieve where he prospered and built our National 

Historic Landmark Louis Bolduc House in 1792. One of the most 

interesting pieces of art in our collection is a print of this battle 

from the British perspective. If you want to know about this 

battle in which both the French Gen. Montcalm and the British 

Gen. Wolf lost their lives, read this book. A copy is in our library. 

Quebec, 1759 by C.P. Stacey 

This  has been a year for abundance in our many gardens. From perennials 

like lavender to biennials like the hollyhock pictured below to annuals like 

our unbelievable variety of heirloom tomatoes, we have a spectacular set of 

gardens. Visitors are amazed when they walk through our 18th century 

French kitchen garden filled with the foods, medicinals, herbs, ornamentals, 

fruits and fragrances that the original French settlers grew. Next the tour of 

the gardens leads through the Eastern Woodlands Indian Village area with 

two beds—a round Three Sisters’ Garden and a smaller Dye Garden. Four 

raised perennial beds near the LeMeilleur House honor our first two 

directors, Vergie Stange who was followed by her daughter, Lorraine Stange. 

Herbs, vegetables, boxwoods, and flowers are in several border beds behind 

the Linden House . There is also 

a bed in the shape of the State of 

Missouri in that yard which is 

filled with plants “discovered” by 

Lewis & Clark on their 

expedition.  Last but not least are 

the gardens at the Jean-Baptiste 

Valle House. There is a very 

significant formal rose garden 

that may be the oldest in the 

state as well as a grape arbor and 

small orchard. This year we put 

an heirloom tomato tasting 

garden behind this house. Once 

the horticultural historian’s 

research is complete, it will 

inform what we grow for the 

future.  

              An Abundant Year For Our Gardens          From the Director 

Lesley Barker 

It has been a very full five years since 

I began my tenure as the executive 

director here at the Bolduc House 

Museum. We have embarked on a 

huge transition that requires growth, 

research, and lots of money. We have 

changed the way we relate with the 

Ste. Genevieve community by 

intentionally collaborating with 

organizations like the City Welcome 

Center, the Downtown Renewal 

Organization, the Ste. Genevieve Art 

Guild and the Jour de Fete 

Committee to name a few. Local Boy 

and Girl Scouts have volunteered to 

do projects for us and we have hosted 

groups of scouts to do badges and 

belt loop activities. Dedicated 

volunteers from the community 

including retired individuals and 

home schooled high school students 

have contributed significant hours to 

the work in our site. We have become 

involved with the Missouri 

Humanities Council, the Missouri 

Arts Council, the Missouri Folk Arts 

Society, the Mississippi River Hills 

Association, Missouri Preservation, 

the Association for Living History, 

Farms & Agricultural Museums, and 

the Small Museum Association. I 

have presented workshops and talks 

for many of these groups as well as  

at local historical societies, 

conferences, and classes. We have 

improved how we do business and, 

while there is lots more room for 

improvement, we are positioned to 

continue to grow for the foreseeable 

future. We have nearly doubled the 

size of our campus with the 

acquisition of three additional and 

nearly contiguous properties. Our 

staff and volunteers are committed to 

a culture of teamwork, kindness, and 

truth as we all daily have to face new 

challenges, learn new things and 

figure out how to do historic things 

well and with research-based 

authenticity as much as possible. 

Becoming the director of this 

museum involved moving away from 

my home in St. Louis to become a 

member of the Ste. Genevieve 

community. This has been a 

wonderful experience albeit 

something of a culture shock for this 

native of New York City. Leading the 

transition to become New France—

the OTHER Colonial America 

continues to require most of the skills 

I have gained over the course of my 

career and all of the creativity I can 

muster. We are on the path to 

becoming a pre-eminent historic site 

in the Midwest dedicated to  

interpreting the region’s French 

colonial heritage. Five years is not 

long enough to do more than just get 

started but what a wonderful five 

years it has been. Thanks for the 

opportunity. 

Now housed at the Jean-Baptiste Valle 

House, the Bolduc House Museum library 

includes Vian Schram’s large collection of 

Gourmet Magazines. Donated by Ron 

Armbruster, they have been restored to the 

home where she grew up and also lived as an adult. The library also contains 

the Rozier Library Collection, Estelle Powers’ Collection of books about Ste. 

Genevieve, a large collection of books 

on Bolduc family history on loan from 

Yan and Linda Bolduc, and books 

from the Missouri Society and more 

are available to anyone who would 

like to browse and/or do research on 

Wednesdays from 10AM to 4PM and 

by appointment. 

Our Library  

Zuts and Karen Daly, Executive Director of The 

National Society of the Colonial Dames of 

America’s headquarters, Dumbarton House in 

Washington DC, drinks sherry with Zuts 

 

Gary Scheel explains the three different 

flags that would have flown over Ste. 

Genevieve in 1804. His assistant is a 

member of our Junior Militia Club which 

meets the second Monday of each month 

from 4-5PM at the Linden House. 


